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Background 
 

One of the aims of this conference is to share cross-functional knowledge and to 

increase awareness of the diverse range of benefits that result from successful vaccination 

programs with a specific focus on herd immunity / protection. 

Vaccination is a very powerful public health tool for preventing many infectious 

diseases. In addition to the well-documented direct benefit to the vaccinated individual 

there are multiple indirect benefits to the close contacts, neighbors, and at the community 

level as well as for society as a whole. It is well known that not everyone in a population 

needs to be immunized to eliminate disease, because successful immunization has an 

effect on the transmission of disease. How can we define this benefit? How can we 

measure it? What are the different methodologies?  

The economic impact of vaccination is a rare example of a health intervention that 

can be not only cost beneficial but also cost saving. Herd immunity / protection are very 

relevant factors to consider before introducing a new vaccine in an immunization program 

and are also very important for monitoring and assessing / evaluating this program.  

The indirect benefit of vaccination should also be considered in the context of 

diverse cultural, epidemiological, socio-economical, climatic and geographical as well as 

political situations in different areas of the world. This will be illustrated with different case 

studies for different diseases in different contexts. 

In addition, animal vaccination should also be considered when evaluating the 

overall benefit of vaccination to human public health.  

This conference will bring together vaccinologists, epidemiologists, immunologists, 

veterinarians, health economists, representatives from regulatory agencies and from 

non-governmental organizations, and decision makers to present the different aspects of 

these benefits and to discuss their perspectives. 
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