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Dog rabies control a global 
“public good”?

• Neglected and re-
emerging zoonotic 
disease

• Rabies is a poverty 
related disease

• Rabies is a vaccine 
preventable disease



Human rabies



Dog rabies control
• Most human cases 

observed in Asia and 
Africa

• Over 98% of the human 
rabies cases are due to 
dog-bites

• Global elimination of 
dog transmitted human 
rabies under 
consideration 



Observations
• Dog vaccination is key, however countries 

often are overwhelmed when dealing with 
rabies outbreaks (fear, political/social pressure, scarse

resources, other priorities)

• Need for coordination and communication 
between different sectors (eg dog bite follow 
up/ joint outbreak investigation)

• Important role of municipalities and 
communities



Why develop a stepwise approach?

• Provide a practical tool for countries

• Linked to the rabiesblueprint



Stepwise approach

• 6 stages to move from endemic to free from 
human rabies transmitted by dogs

• List of achievements (keys) essential to move  
to next stage 



Themes

LEG Legislation

DCA Data collection and analysis

LAB Laboratory diagnosis

IEC Information, education and 

communication 

PCO Prevention and control 

DPO Dog population related issues

CCI Cross cutting issues





No information on rabies available but 

rabies is suspected to be present

Assessment of the  local rabies 

epidemiology, elaboration of a short term 

rabies action plan

Development of the national rabies 

prevention and control strategy

Full-scale implementation of the 

national rabies control strategy

Maintenance of human rabies freedom, 

elimination of dog rabies reached

Freedom from human and dog-

transmitted rabies being monitored

National rabies prevention and control 

strategy endorsed and funded

Rabies occurrence in any species is 

reported to international agencies

No dog-to-dog transmitted rabies 

for a consecutive 12 months

No deaths due to indigenously acquired 

human rabies for a consecutive 12 months

Functional intersectoral rabies task force in 

place, rabies is a notifiable disease 

COUNTRY ENDEMIC FOR DOG 
TRANSMITTED RABIES

COUNTRY FREE 

FROM 

DOG 

TRANSMITTED 
RABIES 
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Key
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COUNTRY ENDEMIC FOR DOG 

TRANSMITTED RABIES
Stage 0

• No information on 
rabies available but 
rabies is suspected to 
be present

Key to move from  0 to 1

Rabies occurrence in any 
species is reported to 
international agencies





Rabies Stakeholder consultations:
Kick-starting 

integrated rabies control



Engage in World Rabies Day?

14



COUNTRY ENDEMIC FOR DOG 

TRANSMITTED RABIES
Stage 1

• Assessment of the  local 
rabies epidemiology, 
elaboration of a short 
term rabies action plan

Key to move from  1 to 2
Functional intersectoral
rabies task force in 
place, rabies is a 
notifiable disease 



Integrated bite-case management 
(IBCM)

Bite-centre

• Reporting of person 
bitten

• Wound treatment and 
PEP/RIG if required

• Follow-up, inform 
veterinary sector

(Joint) Field investigation

• Suspected dog 
identification and 
containment/euthanezia

• Dog contact tracing

• Tracing of humans 
exposed

Public awareness and dog vaccination campaign 



No information on rabies available but 

rabies is suspected to be present

Assessment of the  local rabies 

epidemiology, elaboration of a short term 

rabies action plan

Development of the national rabies 

prevention and control strategy

Full-scale implementation of the 

national rabies control strategy

Maintenance of human rabies freedom, 

elimination of dog rabies reached

Freedom from human and dog-

transmitted rabies being monitored

National rabies prevention and control 

strategy endorsed and funded

Rabies occurrence in any species is 

reported to international agencies

No dog-to-dog transmitted rabies 

for a consecutive 12 months

No deaths due to indigenously acquired 

human rabies for a consecutive 12 months

Functional intersectoral rabies task force in 

place, rabies is a notifiable disease 
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http://caninerabiesblueprint.org/The-Stepwise-Approach-towards

http://caninerabiesblueprint.org/IMG/pdf/canine_rabies_blueprint

_v3_-_stepwise_approach_to_planning_and_evaluation.pdf

http://caninerabiesblueprint.org/The-Stepwise-Approach-towards
http://caninerabiesblueprint.org/IMG/pdf/canine_rabies_blueprint_v3_-_stepwise_approach_to_planning_and_evaluation.pdf
http://caninerabiesblueprint.org/IMG/pdf/canine_rabies_blueprint_v3_-_stepwise_approach_to_planning_and_evaluation.pdf


Thank you

katinka.debalogh@fao.org




