
Humanis(c	  challenges	  and	  opportuni(es	  
in	  introducing	  an	  Ebola	  vaccine:	  

Anthropology	  weighs	  in	  

Janice	  E.	  Graham	  
Professor,	  Pediatrics	  (Infec7ous	  Diseases),	  Faculty	  of	  Medicine	  
Professor,	  Social	  Anthropology,	  Faculty	  of	  Arts	  and	  Science	  

Associate	  Director,	  Canadian	  Center	  for	  Vaccinology	  
Dalhousie	  University,	  Halifax,	  CANADA	  



“Today	  we	  know	  the	  best	  way	  to	  prevent	  the	  
spread	  of	  Ebola	  infec7on	  is	  through	  public	  
health	  measures,	  including	  good	  infec7on	  
control	  prac7ces,	  isola7on,	  contact	  tracing,	  
quaran7ne,	  and	  provision	  of	  personal	  
protec7ve	  equipment.	  However,	  a	  vaccine	  will	  
ul7mately	  be	  an	  important	  tool	  in	  the	  
preven7on	  effort.”	  	  	  	  	  
	   	  ___Anthony	  S.Fauci,	  NIAID	  Director	   	  (August	  2014)	  



Ebola	  Response	  Anthropology	  
Pla=orm	  

	  
The	  Ebola	  Response	  Anthropology	  PlaXorm	  
(www.ebola-‐anthropology.net)	  brings	  together	  
anthropologists	  from	  around	  the	  world	  to	  
provide	  advice	  on	  how	  to	  engage	  with	  crucial	  
socio-‐cultural	  and	  poli7cal	  dimensions	  of	  the	  
Ebola	  outbreak	  and	  build	  locally-‐appropriate	  
interven7ons	  
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Emergency	  Response	  Pla=orm	  
Recommenda(ons	  

•  Care	  of	  the	  sick	  and	  the	  dead	  
•  Health	  Communica7ons	  
•  Health	  care	  and	  State	  System	  Strengthening	  
•  Streamlining	  Response	  Systems	  
•  Risk	  factors	  (youth,	  gender,	  food	  security,	  mobility)	  
•  Iden7fica7on	  &	  Diagnosis/Surveillance	  
•  Surveillance	  and	  Quaran7ne	  
•  Military	  Coordina7on	  &	  Security	  Issues	  







Understanding	  Publics	  
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The	  Social	  Lives	  of	  Protocols	  



Hope	  and	  Trust	  



The	  Poli(cal	  Economy	  of	  	  
Clinical	  Trials	  



Strengthening	  Health	  Systems	  
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Will	  improving	  people’s	  biomedical	  knowledge	  of	  Ebola	  
lead	  to	  ”risky	  behavioural”	  changes?	  
	  	  
	  	  
	  Priori(es	  of	  caring	  for	  the	  sick	  or	  aKending	  to	  
	  the	  dead	  trump	  biomedical	  informa(on.	  	  
	  Consider	  other	  priori(es	  that	  address	  people’s	  
	  needs	  when	  trying	  to	  influence	  behaviour	  
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Should	  local	  ac(vi(es	  be	  regarded	  as	  “exo(c	  behaviour”?	  	  	  
	  	  
	  	  
	  Caring	  for	  the	  sick	  is	  a	  prac(cal	  endeavour,	  not	  
	  irra(onal	  and	  immutable	  “tradi(ons”.	  
	  Negligence	  in	  funeral	  conduct	  will	  foster	  
	  suspicion	  and	  malicious	  	  causes	  of	  death	  which	  
	  override	  health	  considera(ons	  
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How	  helpful	  is	  the	  message	  that	  biomedicine	  is	  the	  
most	  effec(ve	  way	  to	  understand	  and	  respond	  to	  
Ebola?	  	  

	  	  
	  Health	  facili(es	  have	  been	  sources	  of	  infec(on,	  and	  
	  many	  admiKed	  do	  not	  survive.	  How	  can	  trust	  be	  
	  established	  or	  collabora(on	  developed	  if	  local	  
	  people	  are	  expected	  to	  accept	  ideas	  and	  prac(ces	  
	  that	  conflict	  with	  their	  own	  observa(ons	  and	  
	  experiences?	  Adopt	  mul(ple	  modali(es	  to	  achieve	  
	  care	  and	  	  wellbeing	  and	  safer	  prac(ces	  without	  
	  changing	  core	  beliefs	  
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Are	  standardized	  messages	  and	  modes	  of	  delivery	  for	  
public	  health	  informa(on	  about	  Ebola	  appropriate?	  
	  	  

	  	  
	  Protocols	  developed	  at	  na(onal	  and	  interna(onal	  
	  levels	  rather	  than	  collabora(vely	  with	  people	  do	  not	  
	  change	  behaviour.	  Standardiza(on	  discourages	  
	  adapta(on,	  prohibits	  engagement	  with	  local	  social	  
	  reali(es,	  and	  ignores	  how	  people	  will	   	  interpret	  
	  public	  health	  messages	  according	  to	  specific	  local	  
	  poli(cal	  and	  social	  circumstances	  

	  
	  





Streamlining	  Local,	  Na(onal,	  	  
&	  Interna(onal	  Response	  	  



	  
Risk	  Factors	  (Food	  Security,	  Children,	  

Gender	  and	  Age)	  
	  



	  
Surveillance,	  Iden(fica(on,	  and	  

Diagnosis	  	  
	  



This simple, hand-drawn map helped guide an Ebola team during a 9-hour trek through the 
Liberian jungle. 

K Kupferschmidt Science 2015;347:120-121 
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Thank	  You!	  Merci!	  


