
TUNISIA
Pr. Amine SLIM

6th Mena Influenza Stakeholders Meeting 

Organized by Fondation Mérieux

Prague, Czech Republic
6-7 April 2017



COUNTRY OBJECTIVES FOR THE 
UPCOMING 3 YEARS

• Maintain reference lab activities

• Increase SARI Surveillance with GIHSN 
partnership

• Analyse Burden of Flu anually as from 2016

• Priorize Flu Vaccination in the national plan to 
reduce antimicrobial resistance (2017-2020)



COUNTRY EPIDEMIOLOGICAL UPDATE

1. Start epidemic in january 2017 until fall february
2. 60% A/H3 and 40% B strains
3. A/H3 similar to last year, B mutated and not been 

well covered by the vaccine
4. Severity of the epidemics: 

 Morbidity:  about 220,000 consultants for ILI to 
date

 Mortality : 3 SARI cases reported death (none 
vaccinated, on 241 hospitalised cases for SARI )

 Data available on: 
http://www.santetunisie.rns.tn/images/docs/anis/
bulletinepidemtrimestrielgrippesaison2016-
2017.pdf

http://www.santetunisie.rns.tn/images/docs/anis/bulletinepidemtrimestrielgrippesaison2016-2017.pdf


NIC Results of Flu Survey



 A/Corsica/3515-03/2016(H1N1)

 A/Corsica/3515-08/2016(H1N1)

 Corsica/3975-01/2016(H1N1)

 A/Corsica/3515-12/2016(H1N1)

 A/Catalonia/NSVH71238/2016

 A/Catalonia/NSVH70989/2016

 A/Tunisia/2207/16

 A/Tunisia/2204/16

 A/Tunisia/1646/16

 A/Saudi Arabia/78741/2015

 A/Saudi Arabia/78169/2015

 A/Saudi Arabia/78093/2015

 A/Saudi Arabia/4001/2015

 A/Saudi Arabia/4009/2015

 A/Parma/1/2016

 A/Tunisia/2286/16

 A/Parma/295/2015

 A/Parma/296/2015

 A/Tunisia/2591/16

 A/Tunisia/1902/16

 A/Tunisia/1636/16

6B.1

 A/Pavia/VR10504/2015

 A/Saudi Arabia/78558/2015

 A/Denmark/51/2014

 A/Paris/2302/2014

 A/Saudi Arabia/78085/2015

 A/Norway/2774/2015

 A/Minnesota/32/2015

6B.2

 A/South Africa/3626/2013

6B

 A/Norway/3024/2014

 A/KANAGAWA/163/2014

 A/Ghana/DILI-0567/2014

 A/Ghana/DILI-0620/2014

 A/Hong Kong/5659/2012

 A/St. Petersburg/27/2011

 A/St. Petersburg/100/2011

 A/Ghana/FS-11-1803/2011

 A/Dakar/20/2012

 A/Ghana/DILI-0007/2013

 A/Astrakhan/1/2011

 A/Christchurch/16/2010

 A/Hong Kong/3934/2011

 A/Lviv/N6/2009

 A/Bayern/69/2009

 A/California/07/2009

0,002

Our 2016 A/H1N1 strains  

matches better with new 

A/Michigan/2015 proposed 

vaccine strain for 2017-

2018 season



Avian Flu alert in Lake Ichkeul, North 
Tunisia

• With incoming of Flu migrating birds in november (high 
level rate mortality) fall november 2016

• Positive Duck dead for A/H5 by RT-PCR in national 
veterinary Lab confirmed by IEO as A/H5N8 clade 4 
(Russian strain origin)

• Quarantine decreted for the lake and survey of possible 
human/poultry cases

• No human case of A/H5 Flu to date

• High cooperation with Algerian veterinaries in this field



ACTION PLAN COMPONENTS UPDATE

COMPONENTS / 
Actions

Progress achieved 
since the beginning 

of MENA INS?

2017 – 2018- Future  
actions to attain
(to be completed in 

September)

Challenges

SURVEILLANCE
-success to maintain lab 
activities
- Partnership with GIHSN 
started in 2017

-Regional lab (sousse and 
sfax) functional from october
2017
-More accurate Burden of 
the Flu expected

-advocacy for budget

VACCINATION
-success to maintain
vaccination budget but no 
increase to date (still
300,000 doses)

- Advocacy for prioritize flu 
vaccine in antimicrobial 
resistance plan

-advocacy for budget

SOCIAL MOBILIZATION / 
EDUCATION / AWARENESS

-continue press radio TV 
mobilization for vaccination 
of high risk groups

- Vaccinate children from2-5 
years as potential reservoir
of transmission to elderly

-advocacy to pediatrics

ADVOCACY & POLICY
- Try to intoduce flu as 
obligatory vaccine in certain 
High risk groups

- Sentitivize Ministry of 
finances

-advocacy for budget



Other activities enhancing Prevention and 
Flu Vaccine (1)



Other activities enhancing 
Prevention and Flu Vaccine (2)

Brainstorming with RKI and 

Tunisian partners for enhancing 

Biosafety/Biosafety  rules and 

Media communication on 

pandemic events to be 

implemented 2017-2019 in the 

cooperative program with GIZ



Other activities enhancing 
Prevention and Flu Vaccine (3)

Kick-Off national 

planing meeting for 

lowering antimicrobial 

resistance , Tunis, 

17th march 2017



Detailed plan for enhancing  S. Pneumoniae, 
Pertussis and Flu vaccination (2017-2020)

• Part of the strategic axe 3 « prevention, hygiene and 
vaccination »

• For Flu it asks to promote vaccine of high risk groups 
and SARI potential at risk persons

• Actors will be MOH, Social assurances and Industrial 
compagnies through medical supervisors

• Resulting : Lower consumption of antibiotics for ILI , 
lowering incidence of SARI cases





CONCLUSIONS / HIGHLIGHTS

• Economic situation in Tunisia cannot allow 
several tasks to be achieved in time

• Introducing Flu Vaccine in High risk groups as 
obligatory through the national program of 
antimicrobial resistance can help for 
budgeting


