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FAO strategic objectives

1. Eliminate hunger, food insecurity and 
malnutrition

2. Enable sustainable development in 
agriculture, fisheries and forestry

3. Reduce rural poverty

4. Enable inclusive and efficient 
agricultural and food systems

5. Increase the resilience of livelihoods 
to threats and crises



FAO regional and sub-regional offices
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Why does FAO work with Rabies?

 Human health 

 Unnecessary deaths 

 Costs associated with treatment, 
loss of life

 Rabies kills livestock

 Loss of food sources, income

 Loss of animals used for farming 
and transportation



Most heavily impacts the poor and 
marginalized communities



Economic burden from rabies

Figures from K. Hampson et al., The global burden of endemic canine rabies.
PLoS Neglected Tropical Diseases. 



Countries indicate that it is a priority 
disease

 Example from 14 countries where we are working in Africa: 

Disease

Percent of 
beneficiary 
countries that 
Prioritized  # of Countries (n=14)

Rabies 100% 14

Zoonotic Influenza 
(including Avian Influenza) 85% 11
Viral Hemorrhagic Fevers 
(incl. Ebola/ Marburg, CCHF, 
RVF) 62% 8

Anthrax 62% 8

Brucellosis 54% 7



Controlling rabies directly contributes to 
the SDGs:

 SDG1 – Ending poverty

 SDG2 – Ending hunger

 SDG3 – Good health and 
well-being



Surveillance
and

Laboratory
Diagnostics

Post
Exposure

Prophylaxis

Dog Bite
Reporting

and Wound
Treatment

Municipality 
and community 

involvement

Dog
Vaccination

Dog
Population

Management
Surveillance

and
Laboratory
Diagnostics

Awareness

LEGISLATION

POLITICAL 

SUPPORT

AND

FUNDING

Animal Health sector

Human
Health
sector



One Health Tripartite collaboration

Global leader for 
food and 
agriculture

Global leader for 

animal health 

and welfare 

standards

Global leader for 
human health

Tripartite agreement on collaboration

Joint priorities since 2010 including: 
– Rabies 

– Antimicrobial Resistance 

– Zoonotic Influenza
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What is FAO doing? 



Raising Awareness



S - Stepwise 

A - Approach towards 

R - Rabies 

E - Elimination

http://caninerabiesblueprint.org/IMG/pdf/stepwise_approach_toward_rabies_elimination_sept_2014.pdf



Dog Population Management

 E-consultation 

 Invited papers from experts

 Expert meeting

 Objective: to identify options
and give recommendations in 
line with international standards
and best practices

http://www.fao.org/3/a-i4081e.pdf



Working closely with the 
WHO, OIE and GARC as the 

United Against Rabies 
collaboration



Support to Regional Elimination Efforts



Technical meeting on prevention and control of 
rabies in wildlife in Eastern Europe (Oct 2017)

 Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Georgia, Moldova, Spain, 
Turkey and Ukraine

 Involving veterinary epidemiologists, wildlife specialists 
and laboratory technicians

 Discussed SARE to control/eliminate wildlife rabies 

 Discussed areas of cooperation on monitoring/managing 
stray dog populations, wildlife estimations, 
improvements to diagnostics, …
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Respond to Country requests

 Assistance to outbreak 
management

 Training on dog capture and 
vaccination (A-teams)

 Integrated bite case management

 Dog population management



 Development of 
education and 
awareness materials 

 Including for primary 
and secondary school 
curricula

 Promote responsible 
pet ownership



Rabies stakeholder meetings
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- Develop a multisectoral
action plan for rabies 
elimination by 2030 using the 
SARE assessment tool

- Develop a budgeted long-
term canine vaccination 
programmes using the CDC’s 
Global Dog Rabies Elimination 
Pathway tool



Effective rabies diagnostic capacity in West  Africa

Effective rabies diagnostic capacity in Central Africa

Newly improved rabies diagnostic capacity

No existing rabies diagnostic capacity

Strengthening laboratory diagnostic capacity

 Procurement of reagents 

equipments and 

consumables

 On-site trainings on 

diagnostic techniques (FAT, 

PCR and DRIT) in 

collaboration with IZSVe 

and GARC



Thank you


