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Why to notify rabies? 

If not officially reported it ‘does not exist’



The World Organisation for Animal Health

(OIE)

Funded in 1924

5 regions 181 countries

America

Europe

Asia-

Pacífic

Africa

Middle

East



 Transparency (WAHIS)

 International Standards and Guidelines

 International Solidarity

 Strengthen Veterinary Services

 Food security

 Animal Welfare

The OIE mandate



 Terrestrial Code Chapter 1.1. on disease notification

• Veterinary Authorities shall notify to the OIE the occurrence of absence of diseases

• Frequency: 24 hours, six monthly and annual report

OIE List of notifiable diseases

Notification is the ONLY obligation we ALL agreed

http://www.oie.int/index.php?id=169&L=0&htmfile=chapitre_criteria_diseases.htm

 Chapter 1.2.: Criteria for the inclusion of diseases, 

infections and infestations in the OIE list

 Terrestrial Code Chapter 1.3. on Disease, infections and 

infestations listed by the OIE

116 Terretrial Animal Diseases.

http://www.oie.int/index.php?id=169&L=0&htmfile=chapitre_criteria_diseases.htm


National Focal Points

by the Delegate 

for each of the following 8 areas:

APPOINTED

Aquatic animal diseases

Wildlife

Animal disease notification

Veterinary products

Communication

Animal welfare

Animal production food 
safety

Veterinary Laboratories



More than 90 years experience in disease 

data collection and sharing

TRANSPARENCY, EFFICIENCY, SPEED 

Governments notify 
by telegram the first 
cases of Rinderpest
and foot and mouth 
disease to the OIE

1924s

All Member Countries 
are connected online

to a central server 
(WAHIS)

2005

WAHIS Alerts

2016



Types of reports

OIE’s monitoring system

Immediate notification (24 hours) 

Weekly reports

Monthly reports 

Final report 

- if the outbreaks have ended

- if the situation becomes endemic 

OIE’s early warning system

Six-monthly report

Annual report (disease/other info)

Wild annual reports (since 2012)



Notification of rabies to the OIE

The case definition

Terrestrial Code. Article 8.14.1.

For the purposes of the Terrestrial Code:

 a case is any animal infected with rabies virus  (former 

classical rabies virus);

 dog-mediated rabies is defined as any infection with 

rabies virus maintained in the dog population 

independently of other animal species, as determined by 

epidemiological studies; (draft chapter)

Standards for diagnostic tests and vaccines are described 

in the Terrestrial Manual.



Questions?

1. If European bat lyssaviruses type-1 (EBLV1) is isolated

in a bat. Should it be reported to the OIE?

2. If European bat lyssaviruses type-1 (EBLV1) is isolated

a dog. Should it be reported to the OIE?



Immediate notification (example)



Immediate notification (example)



Immediate notification (example)



The 6 monthly report (example)

 Summary of disease situation 

(absence/presence)

 Total of new/old(active) cases

 Species affected

 Administrative unit

 # of animals

• Susceptible

• Cases

• Death/Kill  Disposal

• Vaccinated

 Control measures (vaccination)



The annual report (example)

• Summary of disease 
occurrence/absence

• General info
 Veterinary Services capabilities

 Vaccine production

 National labs’ capabilities

 Animal population figures 

 Human cases



Notification procedures

information.dept@oie.int



WAHIS is becoming WAHIS+ 

• Completely redesigned platform

• User friendly interface

• Data extraction and analytical tools 

(including GIS)

• Connectivity with other database

• Links between epi data, including 

genomic data, and other data 

sources (climate, human)

• Deadline 2020. 



Conclusion

• If not officially reported disease ‘does not exist’

• Political will

• Resource mobilization 

• Inform decision makers and programme managers

• Transparency
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Thank you for your attention

Gregorio Torres

g.torres@oie.int


