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Country Data 
 UAE population distribution: 

9,156,963; Males: 6,708,256; 
Females: 2,448,707

 Land Area: 83,600 Sq. km.
 Rates of physicians/1000 

population: 2.23/1000
 Rates of nursing and midwifery 

personnel per 1000 population: 
5.04/1000

 Number of hospitals: 126 [38 Public 
(30%) and Private 88 (70 %) sectors]





Health System in UAE 

UAE healthcare sector has 

witnessed rapid developments 

over the past few years.

Successfully attracted major 

international healthcare players 

in the market.
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Health System Governance

 Single Federal Entity –MOHAP

 Other local Government entities 

include:

• Department of Health Abu 

Dhabi

• Dubai Health Authority

• Ministry of Presidential Affairs



THE SURVEILLANCE SYSTEM
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Clear Roles and Responsibilities





Infectious diseases notification system

Law 14 for the year 2014

• Mandatory reporting with defined timeline

• Free diagnoses and treatment for Table 1 
Diseases

• Power to impose compulsory public health 
measures on individuals, communities, work 
and market places



Notifiable Diseases List

• The list includes over 65 diseases and 
syndromes

• Influenza is included



INFLUENZA STATISTICS 
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The ILI/SARI Sentinel Surveillance

• November 2016 WHO mission to assess the 
feasibility to establish Influenza sentinel 
surveillance 

• The National Influenza Surveillance Protocol 
developed with EMRO support

• Both ILI and SARI Sentinel sites selected

• A Laboratory is “Designated” as NIC



• 6 Hospitals and 11 PHC centres

• Physician coordinators well selected and 
trained 

• Management team selected and trained in 
each sentinel site

• Local health departments providing 
supervision and support



POLICIES AND SOPS













Social Mobilization

• A national task force to develop annual 
campaigns to raise awareness and improve  
vaccine uptake

• Supported by Sanofi Pasteur

• 2 rounds were organized 2016 and 2017 
seasons
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Challenges and future directions

• Enhance epidemiological and laboratory 
surveillance

• Incorporate influenza vaccination in clinical 
management guidelines 

• Develop research capacity and enhance 
multisectoral coordination and collaboration
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