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MENA-ISN was Established during 5th ESWI Meeting in 
Riga, 2014 
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Name of the Member Country

1. Prof.Hisham Tarraf EGYPT

2. Prof. Suleiman Abusrewil LIBYA

3. Dr. Abdulhakeem Althaqafi KSA

4. Dr Jalal Nourlil MOROCCO

5. Dr Amal Barakat MOROCCO

6. Dr Djoher Hannoune ALGERIA

7. Dr Fawzi Derrar ALGERIA

8. Pr. Salim Nafti TUNISIA

9. Prof.Dr. Serhat Unal TURKEY

10. Prof.Dr.Bulent Tutluoglu TURKEY

11. Prof. Dr. Esin Şenol TURKEY

12. Dr.Ahmet OZLU TURKEY(MOH)

13. Dr. Mojtaba Rostamijalilian IRAN

14. Dr. Masoud Mardani Dashti IRAN

15. Hulya Akan TURKEY

16. Lale Ozisik TURKEY

16 Members from 

7 Countries



Current Members and Countries

| 3

Name Country Organisation / Institution
1-Favzi Derrar Algeria Pasteur Institute
2-Samia Hammadi Algeria MOH
3-Idris Omaima Egypt Cairo University 
4-Hesham Tarraf Egypt Cairo University
5-Abdulreza Esteghamati Iran Iran University of Medical Sciences

6-Masoud Mardani Iran Shahid Behest University Of Medical Sciences

7-Mohammed Abdallat Jordan MOH
8-Abdulrahman Algeer KSA Center for Infection Prevention & Control - Ministry of Defense
9-Muslim AbuHasan KSA MOH
10-Fatima Al Slail KSA MoH
11-Ghassan Dbaibo Lebanon American University of Beirut
12-Nada Ghosn Lebanon MOH
13-Mohamed Abugalia Libya National Centre for Disease Control
14-Suleiman Abusrewil Libya medical school Tripoli University
15-Omar Elahmer Libya National Centre for Disease Control
16-Jalal Nourlil Morocco Institut Pasteur du Maroc
17-Hicham Oumzil Morocco MOH
18-Salah Al Awaidi Oman MOH
19-Yusuf Kemal Mirza Pakistan Agha Khan University
20-Marta Nunes South Africa University of the Witwatersrand
21-Salim Parker South Africa Head of Travel Medicine 

22-Sibongile Walaza South Africa
Medical Epidemiology
Centre for Respiratory Diseases and Meningitis (CRDM)

23-Nissaf Ben Alaya Tunisia MOH

24-Jalia Ben Khelil Tunisia
Hopital Abderrahmene Mami- Head of ICU Responsible for SARI Flu 
Surveillance 

25-Mehmet Ceyhan Turkey Hacettepe University
26-Caglar Cuhadaroglu Turkey Acibadem University, Faculty of Medicine13 Countries, 26 Members



MENA-ISN Mission
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Reduce the burden of influenza by increasing the 

evidence–based communication with policy makers, 

program managers, health systems, health care 

workers and general public in the countries of the 

Middle East and North Africa.  



MENA-ISN Objectives were in Line 

with WHO/GAP Objectives

MENA-ISN Objectives: 
2014

1. Improve surveillance and document disease 
burden 

2. Increase the evidence-based communication 
on influenza burden and benefits of 
vaccination

3. Increase number of countries with flu
vaccination in their national immunization
programs

4. Improve the monitoring of influenza coverage
rates to be aligned with WHO influenza
vaccination coverage rate targets.
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MENA-ISN Held 9 Meetings
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• Latvia, ESWI Meetings, 2014 and 2017

• Istanbul, MENA Regional Country

• Geneva, WHO Presentations and Visit

• Amsterdam, ECCMID Congress

• Barcelona, During Internal Medicine Training Meeting

• Prague, Foundation Merieux , April 2017

• Riga, Foundation Merieux, September 2018

• Egypt, Foundation Merieux, April 2018



Scientific Content of the Meetings
• Istanbul, April 2015

• WHO/EMRO representative delivered the WHO policy on 
influenza

• Geneva, September 2015
• Pediatric Influenza (Terho Heikkinen)
• Universal Influenza Vaccination and role of HCPs (Litjen Tan)
• Thinking Out of the Box (Ipek Ozel)
• WHO Presentations and Visit ( WHO influenza action plans)

• Amsterdam, ECCMID Congress, 2016
• All participants benefited from ECCMID congress sessions

• Barcelona, During Internal Medicine Training Meeting, 
2016
• Advocacy concept and understanding current decision making 

process workshop (Ipek Ozel)
• Herd Immunity Concept (Mark Loeb)
• Dutch Surveillance System (John Paget)
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• Prague, Foundation Merieux , April 2017
• Ongoing International Influenza Initiatives to Advocate 

Influenza Vaccination (Atika Abelin)

• Latvia, ESWI Meeting Foundation Merieux, 2017
• Influenza Viruses, Pandemics and epidemics ( Ab 

Osterhaus)
• Role of HCWs in Influenza Transmission and 

Vaccination (Helena Maltezeu)

• Egypt, Foundation Merieux, April 2018
• Pregnancy Mouse Model to study maternal 

immunisation (Gulsah Gabriel)
• Influenza vaccination in high-riskgroups: a revision of 

existing guidelines and rationale for anevidence-based 
preventive strategy high risk groups (Melissa Andrew)

• How to bust advocacy to improve influenza vaccination 
policy (Saad Omar)
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Publications from MENA-ISN
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News Letters
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Web Site
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Country Influenza Stakeholder 
Networks (CISN)

• Iran has established CISN (IPWI)

• Pakistan has established CISN

• Egypt has established CISN

• Other countries pending…..

| 12



Future Direction

• Determine  the “Road Map” with clear actions

• Increase visibility of MENA-ISN 

• Connect with Global Influenza Networks and other 

regional networks

• Social media

• Proactively engage in influenza related topics 

• Establish CISNs in the countries 
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Memories…

NAME OF PRESENTATION | 14


