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“(…) Vaccinations against diseases are 
obligatory when the National
Commission of Vaccination and 
Epidemiology deems it necessary.(…)”

“Vaccines must be provided and applied
(...) without economic reasons or lack of 
supply in health services provided by
state institutions.”.
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Maternal vaccination against
whooping cough

30 April 2007



Vaccination against
Varicella

07 September 2007





Vaccination against
pneumococcus

17 January 2009



Impact of the pneumococcal vaccine



Vaccination against Polio 
IM

09 September 2010





Pentavalent Vaccine

Protect from diseases:

Poliomyelitis (Poliovirus inactivated 
1, 2 and 3)

Diphtheria (Diphtheria toxoid)

Tetanus (Tetanus Toxoid)

Whooping cough (a-Pertussis)

Meningitis infections, pneumonia 
and septicemia due to Haemophilus 
influenzae type b



Schedule of administration of Pentavalent and 
Tetravalent Vaccines

• Primary Vaccination: 3 doses at 2, 4 and 6 months

• Booster with Pentavalent: 15 months of age

• Tetravalent booster: 4 years of age (polio, diphtheria, 

tetanus and whooping cough)

3-4

ESQUEMA BÁSICO

2 meses         4 meses         6 meses 15 meses

REFUERZO

4 años

REFUERZO



Global Coverages 2017

• BCG: 90%

• Pentavalent (Pentaxim) 1st dose: 99%

• Pentavalent (Pentaxim) 3rd dose: 96.4%

• Hepatitis B 3rd dose: 96.6%

• Pneumococcal 2nd dose: 98.17%

• MMR 1st dose: 93.5%

• Varicella: 93.5%

• MMR 2nd dose: 93.3%

• Td: 96.4%

Source: Ministry of Health-Costa Rica



The Future

• 2017 the incorporation of vaccines against 

rotavirus and against HPV was approved.

– Rotavirus will start universally in the country 

from October-November 2018 (it depends on 

when PAHO sends the vaccines),

– HPV, beginning as of 2019, for 10-year-old 

girls only.

Source: Ministry of Health-Costa Rica



How to maintain the achievements and advance in 
the diseases preventable by vaccination?

 Political commitment at the highest level: priority and 

sustainability, resources, legal framework.

 Strong and sustainable immunization program: training, 

supplies, economic resources, cold network, logistics, social 

communication, research, monitoring and evaluation.

 Participation of the comunications media: essential allies of 

immunization programs

 Concertation and involvement of opinion leaders: scientific 

and professional societies, churches, unions, governmental and 

non-governmental organizations



Thank you so much!

From the care of the disease to the 
promotion of health …

http://www.ministeriodesalud.go.cr/

http://www.ministeriodesalud.go.cr/

