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IFRC/RCRC response to cholera to date:

Response: Interventions during outbreaks

• Prevention activities community level: household level water treatment, emergency HP 

and SBCC

• Community case management and surveillance: ORS and ORP, surveillance 

• Clinical case management: CTUs/CTC, IPC support and WASH facilities 

• National, Regional and global capacity (NDRT, RDRT, global surge & ERUs)

Preparedness for response:

• Preparedness/contingency plans, training of RCRC National Societies

Prevention/mitigation of risk

• Long term WASH and health programming in high risk areas (GWSI, CBHFA)

Partnerships: Often as auxiliary to Government efforts and/or in support or 

partnership with other actors (MSF, UNICEF etc.)

Coordination: GTFCC, OCV task force and regional/national cholera platforms, 

Global Health and WASH Clusters. 
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One WASH
A renewed IFRC emphasis on cholera control

One WASH is a recently established Global integrated approach to 

combine health; WASH; Nutrition; water for livestock and environmental 

sanitation in cholera ‘high risk’ areas.

Initially One WASH focuses on 18 cholera-affected countries where 

National Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies are committed to the 

elimination of the disease. 

One WASH focuses on two main actions that are closely interlinked 

and operate in full alignment with the GTFCC cholera road map, the 

IFRC Global Water and Sanitation Initiative & IFRC cholera strategy. 

1. Improve preparedness, early detection, and response 

to contain cholera outbreaks

2.  A long-term integrated WASH/Health approach to prevent 

cholera 
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Implementing One WASH

1. Improve preparedness, early detection and response to  

contain cholera outbreaks by:

 Preparedness/contingency plans, SOPs, trained 

volunteers/staff, simulations, stocks

 Community based surveillance for early detection and 

monitoring

 Community case management for early treatment including 

referrals, ORS, ORPs

 Prevention activities such as water treatment, hygiene and 

health promotion 

 Support to OCV campaigns 
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Implementing One WASH

2. A long-term integrated WASH/Health approach to 

prevent cholera 

 Sustainable long-term water, sanitation and hygiene 

programmes

 Integrating health and nutrition support as well as water 

for livestock in integrated WASH programmes 

 Year-round health and hygiene behaviour change 

communication and social marketing programmes 

 Advocacy and support to cholera vaccination campaigns 

for high-risk areas
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Where are we now……..

• In consultation with Governments/UNICEF and other stakeholders at 

country level have prepared concept notes for most target countries 

(since mid-2017).

• One WASH, Phase 1 targets 5.5 Million people in ‘high risk’ settings 

over the next 4 to 5 years at an estimated 120,000 M USD.

• In consultation presently with both internal donors (Partner National 

Societies) and external donors.

• As donor interest gathers momentum will develop detailed country 

proposals.
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