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5 billion people do not have 

access to safe, affordable 

surgical and anaesthesia care 

when needed

Meara et al. 2015 



JAMA Oncology 27 September 2019 

“Cancer and other 
noncommunicable diseases 
(NCDs) are now widely
recognized as a threat to 
global development.”
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Lancet-University of

Oslo Commission on 

Global Governance

for Health

.

Ottersen et al.: The political origins of health inequity: 

prospects for change. Lancet. 2014 Feb 15;383(9917):630-67. 

We must reach beyond the 

health sector to find effective

solutions: 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/24524782
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• Market supremacy – the commercial

determinants of health

• Health subordinated to economic goals

• High cost of medicines

• Trade agreements and policy space of health

• Sticky institutions  

• Access to knowledge

Points raised in our Lancet Commission 

Health is increasing in complexity as we

approach and transgress planetary

boundaries



United Nations Agenda 2030
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Karolinska 

Institutet’s vision:

We are advancing 

knowledge about life 

and strive towards 

better health 

for all 



Karolinska Institutet’s new Vision (2019)

We are advancing knowledge 
about life and strive towards 
better health for all:

▪Across generations

▪Across borders

▪Across social divides

▪Across disciplines and 
sectors



Addressing major health challenges, inspired by the 
Sustainable Development Goals 

Natural
science

Economics

Political
science

Technology

Arts

Social 
science

Medicine

• Interdisciplinarity

• Persuasiveness of facts 

• Synergies and trade-offs 
among the SDGs 

• Develop educational programs 
to better prepare tomorrow's 
leaders and citizens

• Design new modes of 
international co-operation 



Synergies and trade-offs among the SDGs: 
The case of child health

15

Source: Blomstedt Y, Bhutta ZA, Dahlstrand J, Friberg P, Gostin LO, Nilsson M, Sewankambo NK, Tomson G, Alfvén

T. Capitalizing on the interlinkages between Sustainable Development Goals. BMJ  2018
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Helen Clark

Develop educational programs to better prepare tomorrow's leaders and citizens





Centre for sustainable health

• Reverse innovation

• Community voices 

• Focus on implementation

• Attentive to the socioeconomic, 
commercial, and political determinants of 
health 

• Comprehensive health care services 

• New alliances 

Design new modes of international co-operation:  



MoMic Pop-Up Lab at Fogo Fogo Primary School, Tanzania

PhD Student Oscar Holmström J Lundin, MD, PhD

- AI-supported mobile digital microscope and algorithms that can detect parasites

e.g. Schistosomiasis even without access to electricity

Couple medicine to technology



24 maj 2019 En presentation av KI:s strategi 2030

Emphasize prevention 

A similar strategy is urgently needed for the NCDs



OCTOBER 2018: 

https://www.doktorn.com/artikel/james-p-allison-och-tasuko-honjo-f%C3%A5r-nobelpriset-i-fysiologi-eller-medicin
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”Nobel drugs kill hospital 
budget” 

On my return from Kyoto: 



The complexity can be crippling –
universities must make it inspiring 

23

Global health challenges in the 21st century: 



24

Thank you
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“…the thoughtless person playing with 

penicillin is morally responsible for the 

death of the man who finally succumbs 

to infection with the penicillin–resistant 

organism. I hope this evil can be 

averted” (1945) 

Sir Alexander Fleming



24 maj 2019 En presentation av KI:s strategi 2030

Emphasizing multidisciplinarity 



Life Expectancy for US women

(Courtesy of Sir Michael Marmot)



Inequities persist throughout the world

28
(Courtesy of Sir Michael Marmot)
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Emphasizing prevention 



Major global health challenges
in the 21st century:
What can universities do?
• New alliances

• Foster interdisciplinarity

• Educating for systems leadership

• Build capacity, based on local ownership

• Harness innovativeness for sustainable health



Health professionals for a new century

• New infectious, environmental, and 
behavioural risks

• Rapid demographic and epidemiological 
transitions

• Additional demands on health workers

• Fragmented, outdated, and static curricula 
producing ill-equipped graduates

Julio Frenk*, Lincoln Chen*, Zulfi qar A Bhutta, Jordan Cohen, Nigel Crisp, Timothy Evans, Harvey Fineberg, Patricia Garcia, Yang Ke, Patrick Kelley, 

Barry Kistnasamy, Afaf Meleis, David Naylor, Ariel Pablos-Mendez, Srinath Reddy, Susan Scrimshaw, Jaime Sepulveda, David Serwadda, Huda 

Zurayk. Lancet 2010; 376: 1923–58. Published Online November 29, 2010. DOI:10.1016/S0140-6736(10)61854-5

“Glaring gaps and inequities in health persist both within and between countries,  

underscoring our collective failure to share the dramatic health advances equitably.”



“Redesign of professional health 
education is necessary and timely, in 
view of the opportunities for mutual 
learning and joint solutions offered by 
global interdependence…

…What is clearly needed is a thorough 
and authoritative re-examination of 
health professional education…”

-- Julio Frenk et al

Julio Frenk*, Lincoln Chen*, Zulfi qar A Bhutta, Jordan Cohen, Nigel Crisp, Timothy Evans, Harvey Fineberg, Patricia Garcia, Yang Ke, Patrick Kelley, 

Barry Kistnasamy, Afaf Meleis, David Naylor, Ariel Pablos-Mendez, Srinath Reddy, Susan Scrimshaw, Jaime Sepulveda, David Serwadda, Huda 

Zurayk. Lancet 2010; 376: 1923–58. Published Online November 29, 2010. DOI:10.1016/S0140-6736(10)61854-5

Health professionals for a new century 



Reducing health inequities is cross-cutting 
throughout SDGs

Reduce inequality 

within and among 

countries

End poverty

Ensure inclusive 

and equitable 

quality education

Achieve gender equality

Ensure healthy lives and promote well-

being for all at all ages / Achieve 

universal health coverage

Enhance capacity-building support to 

developing countries to increase the 

availability of disaggregated data



”Universities must lead on Sustainable

Development Goals”

Lennart Levi and Bo Rothstein, University World News – Global, 09 November 2018, Issue

No:528



Why should academic institutions incorporate the
pursuit of SDGs into their strategies and operations?

Source: Cancedda C, Binagwaho A, Kerry V. It is time for academic institutions to align their strategies and priorities with the Sustainable Development Goals. 

BMJ Global Health 2018;3:e001067

• Think long term and strategically

• Answer “where do we want to be in 2030?”

• Develop strategies driven by SDGs, not perceived funding

2030 as an 
incentive

• Eliminate Global North vs. Global South thinking

• Foster transnational learning in health service delivery

• Promote collaborations across disciplines and sectors

Reduce traditional
silos

• Institutional capacity-building and transformation

• Facilitatation of  evidence-based metrics to track 
partnership success and sustainability

SDG3 partnerships 
as a catalyst



Getting started with SDGs in universities

▪ A whole-of-university approach is essential

▪ Universities can use the following steps to start 
and deepen their engagement with the SDGs 

1. Mapping what they are already doing 

2. Building internal capacity and ownership of the 
SDGs 

3. Identifying priorities, opportunities and gaps 

4. Integrating, implementing and embedding the 
SDGs within university strategies, policies and 
plans

5. Monitoring, evaluating and communicating 
their actions on the SDGs

Source: SDSN Australia/Pacific (2017): Getting started with the SDGs in universities:  A guide for universities, higher education institutions, and the academic sector. 

Australia, New Zealand and Pacific Edition. Sustainable Development Solutions Network – Australia/Pacific, Melbourne.



Source: SDSN Australia/Pacific (2017): Getting started with the 

SDGs in universities: A guide for universities, higher education 

institutions, and the academic sector. Australia, New Zealand and 

Pacific Edition. Sustainable Development Solutions Network 

– Australia/Pacific, Melbourne.

Case for university
engagement
in the SDGs



Global ranking of SDG pairs with 
high shares of synergies (left) and 
trade-offs (right) from top to bottom 
between SDGs
Global top 10 pairs with synergies:

▪ SDGs 1 (No poverty)

▪ SDG 3 (Good health and well-being)

▪ SDG 6 (Clean water and sanitation) 

Global top 10 pairs with trade-offs either 
consist of:

▪ SDG 12 (Responsible consumption and 
production) or 

▪ SDG 15 (Life on land)

Source: Pradhan, P., et al. (2017). A Systematic Study of Sustainable Development 

Goal (SDG) Interactions, Earth’s Future, 5, 1169 – 1179



3.1 Reduce global 
maternal mortality ratio

3.2 End preventable 
deaths children under 5

3.3 End epidemics of
communicable

diseases

3.4 Reduce mortality
non-communiable

diseases

3.5 Prevention/treatment
substance abuse

3.6 Halv number deaths
injuries traffic accidents

3.9 Reduce number
deaths illnesses pollution

3.8 Achieve universal 
health coverage

3.7 Reproductive health, 
ensure universal access

3.a Implement WHO 
FC Tobacco Control

3.b Support research in 
vaccines and medicine

3.c Increase health
financing & workforce

3.d Strengthen
capacity for risk 

reduction

Source: United Nations. Transforming our world: The 2030 

agenda for sustainable development. New York; 2015. 



Freshwater ecosystems

Target 15.1

End deforestation

Target 15.2 

Adverse effects of climate change 

on health

Target 13.3 

Enhance research and upgrade 

industrial technologies

Target 9.5

Social protection systems

Target 1.3 

Resilience to environmental, economic 

and social disasters 

Target 1.5 

Access to safe and nutritious food

Target 2.1 

End Malnutrition

Target 2.2 

Universal access to modern energy

Target 7.1 

Eliminate discrimination in 

education

Target 4.5 

Inclusive and safe schools

Target 4.A 

Universal social and economic 

inclusion

Target 10.2 

Responsible migration policies

Target 10.7 

Violence against women 

Target 5.2 

Female genital mutilation

Target 5.3 

Full employment, decent work

Target 8.5 

End modern slavery and child 

labour

Target 8.7

Safe working environments

Target 8.8 

Safe housing

Target 11.1 

Reduce adverse effects of natural 

disasters

Target 11.5

Safe green and public 

spaces

Target 8.8 

Safe drinking-

water

Target 6.1 

Sanitation 

Target 6.2

Responsible management of 

chemicals and waste

Target 12.4 

Enhance availability to 

reliable data

Target 17.18

Reduce gun violence

Target 16.1

Protect children from abuse and 

violence

Target 16.2 

Reduce marine pollution

Target 14.1 

Wind of Change –

Health in All Goals



Open access: Better health through efficient dissemination

41

▪ Although knowledge can in principle be 

made available to all as a global public 

good, in practice its benefits are often 

restricted through secrecy, paywalls, or 

intellectual property rights.

▪ In the ideal world, society should have free 

access to research while researchers 

should be free to publish in the journal of 

their choice. The art is to let these 

freedoms thrive side by side. 

Lancet-UiO commission: 
”Restrictions on access to knowledge can widen existing knowledge disparities, and 

constrain access to information that is central to improvement of health.”



With more to come…

Independent Monitoring 
Panel on Global 
Governance for Health

• Globalisation
• Development
• Health policy
• Food security
• Public health
• Sociology
• Geography
• Anthropology
• Health equity
• Innovation and health

technology





Definition of Global Health 

"The area of study, research and 

practice that places a priority on 

improving health and achieving 

equity in health for all people 

worldwide".*

44

*Koplan JP, Bond TC, Merson MH, et al. (June 2009). "Towards a common definition of global health". 

Lancet. 373 (9679): 1993–5. 
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“But it was not surprising. In fact, it’s just one of 
several recent examples of the Trump 
administration’s zeal for badgering weaker 
countries into tossing public health concerns 
aside to serve powerful business interests. The 
baby formula industry is worth $70 billion and, 
as breast-feeding has become more popular in 
more developed countries, the industry has 
pinned its hopes for growth on developing 
nations.”



46A presentation of KI’s Strategy 2030

“Building strong systems is what 

will protect people, communities 

and the world.” 

▪ Leadership

▪ Multi-sectoral collaboration

▪ Groundbreaking science

▪ Better data

▪ Evidence-based guidelines 

▪ Better coordination among national 

and international actors to tackle 

the global burden of disease.Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus

WHO Director-General

Dr Tedros visiting KI April 2019 



5 GLOBAL GOVERNANCE DYSFUNCTIONS

DEMOCRATIC 
DEFICIT

INSTITUTIONAL 
STICKINESS

INADEQUATE 
POLICY SPACE

MISSING/WEAK 
INSTITUTIONS

WEAK 
ACCOUNTABILITY 



Karolinska Institutet:
New vision in Strategy 2030

49

We are advancing knowledge about life

and strive towards better health for all 



Independent Monitoring Panel on Global Governance for Health

Trade agreements and policy 
space

Trade agreements and policy space for achieving 
universal health coverage. UN Committee for 
Development Policy background paper, no. 38. 

Sakiko Fukuda-Parr and Kim Treanor. 

Trade and Investment Agreements: Implications for 
Health Protection. Journal of World Trade, 2017. 

Desmond McNeill, Pepita Barlow, Carolyn Deere 
Birkbeck, Sakiko Fukuda-Parr, Anand Grover, Ted 
Schrecker, David Stuckler.

Political origins of health inequities: Trade and 
investment agreements (TIA).  Viewpoint in The 
Lancet, 2016. Desmond McNeill, Carolyn Deere 
Birkbeck, Sakiko Fukuda-Parr, Anand Grover, Ted 
Schrecker, David Stuckler.



Panel's Publications

Extractive industries and health
Canadian mining and ill health in Latin America: a 
call to action. Canadian Journal of Public Health 
(2018), p1-5. Anne-Emanuelle Birn, Leah Shipton & 
Ted Schrecker

How extractive industries affect health: Political 
economy underpinnings and pathways. Health & 
Place (2018), Vol 52, p135-147 (open access). Ted 
Schrecker; Anne-Emanuelle Birn & Mariajosé
Aguilera

Extractive Industries and Health, A Bibliography for 
the Independent Panel on Global Governance for 
Health. Mariajosé Aguilera, Anne-Emanuelle Birn, 
Ted Schrecker, Leah Shipton.



From social determinants of health (2008)

53



From social determinants of health (2008)
to the political determinants of health

54



The root causes of inequity: 
The political determinants of 
health

55

The Lancet-University of Oslo

Commission on Global Governance for Health



A Global Commission
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STS 

meeting 

Kyoto 10 

October

2018:

Honoring

Allison and 

Honjo



https://www.doktorn.com/artikel/james-p-allison-och-tasuko-honjo-f%C3%A5r-nobelpriset-i-fysiologi-eller-medicin


59

The solution: Center 

of Sustainable

Medicine? 



60



KI Infection Retreat

Ole Petter Ottersen, President, Karolinska Institutet

3-4 September 2019



62A presentation of KI’s Strategy 2030
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KI:s Strategy 2030 is inspired by UN´s Agenda 2030 



Freshwater ecosystems

Target 15.1

End deforestation

Target 15.2 

Adverse effects of climate change 

on health

Target 13.3 

Enhance research and upgrade 

industrial technologies

Target 9.5

Social protection systems

Target 1.3 

Resilience to environmental, economic 

and social disasters 

Target 1.5 

Access to safe and nutritious food

Target 2.1 

End Malnutrition

Target 2.2 

Universal access to modern energy

Target 7.1 

Eliminate discrimination in 

education

Target 4.5 

Inclusive and safe schools

Target 4.A 

Universal social and economic 

inclusion

Target 10.2 

Responsible migration policies

Target 10.7 

Violence against women 

Target 5.2 

Female genital mutilation

Target 5.3 

Full employment, decent work

Target 8.5 

End modern slavery and child 

labour

Target 8.7

Safe working environments

Target 8.8 

Safe housing

Target 11.1 

Reduce adverse effects of natural 

disasters

Target 11.5

Safe green and public 

spaces

Target 8.8 

Safe drinking-

water

Target 6.1 

Sanitation 

Target 6.2

Responsible management of 

chemicals and waste

Target 12.4 

Enhance availability to 

reliable data

Target 17.18

Reduce gun violence

Target 16.1

Protect children from abuse and 

violence

Target 16.2 

Reduce marine pollution

Target 14.1 

Wind of Change –

Health in All Goals
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Helen Clark

Agenda 2030 



5 billion people do not have 

access to safe, affordable 

surgical and anaesthesia care 

when needed

Meara et al. 2015 
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Lancet-University of 

Oslo Commission on 

Global Governance 

for Health

.

Ottersen et al.: The political origins of health inequity: 

prospects for change. Lancet. 2014 Feb 15;383(9917):630-67. 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/24524782


Our strategic choices

68

Global

Engaged

Groundbreaking

KI shall approach 2030 as a groundbreaking, 

engaged, and global university.
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24 maj 2019En presentation av KI:s strategi 2030

Emphasizing prevention
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“…the thoughtless person playing with 

penicillin is morally responsible for the 

death of the man who finally succumbs 

to infection with the penicillin–resistant 

organism. I hope this evil can be 

averted” (1945) 

Sir Alexander Fleming
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24 maj 2019En presentation av KI:s strategi 2030

Emphasizing multidisciplinarity 



24 maj 2019En presentation av KI:s strategi 2030

Stockholm Trio launched April 2019 



MoMic Pop-Up Lab at Fogo Fogo Primary School, Tanzania

PhD Student Oscar Holmström J Lundin, MD, PhD

- AI-supported mobile digital microscope and algorithms that can detect parasites

e.g. Schistosomiasis even without access to electricity



78A presentation of KI’s Strategy 2030

“Building strong systems is what 

will protect people, communities 

and the world.” 

▪ Leadership

▪ Multi-sectoral collaboration

▪ Groundbreaking science

▪ Better data

▪ Evidence-based guidelines 

▪ Better coordination among national 

and international actors to tackle 

the global burden of disease.Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus

WHO Director-General

Dr Tedros visiting KI April 2019 



79Strategy 2030

Core values

Strategy 2030 • Data

• Region Stockholm

• Infrastructure

• Adm. support 

• Horizon Europe

• Medicine and 

technology

• Open Science 

• Implementation 

• Ethics
• Economy
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”The Pandemic Century”

24 maj 2019En presentation av KI:s strategi 2030

“We might say that infectious diseases 

nearly always have wider environmental 

and social causes. Unless and until we take 

account of the ecological, immunological, 

and behavioral factors that govern the 

emergence and spread of novel pathogens, 

our knowledge of such microbes and their 

connection to disease is bound to be partial 

and incomplete”.
- Mark Honigsbaum



Thank You

82
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Global Health Research and Education in Europe –

How can Clinical Pharmacology contribute?   

Ole Petter Ottersen, President Karolinska Institutet

© Erik Cronberg



9/30/201984

We all need to have a global mindset

Hans Rosling (1948-2017)  and Bill Gates 

Clinical pharmacology at KI: Sune Bergström (1916 – 2004) and Folke Sjöqvist 

https://www.tidningencurie.se/nyheter/2014/04/29/kunskap-gor-varlden-battre/


2019-09-30 85

President University 

of Oslo 2009 – 2017 

President Karolinska Institutet 2017 -
Ottersen & Amiry-Moghaddam

https://snl.no/Universitetet_i_Oslo
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Lancet-University of

Oslo Commission on 

Global Governance

for Health

.

Ottersen et al.: The political origins of health inequity: 

prospects for change. Lancet. 2014 Feb 15;383(9917):630-67. 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/24524782


2015: United Nations Agenda 2030 with its

17 sustainable development goals (SDGs) 

87

Clinical Pharmacology is instrumental for realizing the SDGs

To contribute we need to get out of our comfort zone



9/30/201988

Good Manufacturing Practice (GMP) guidelines lack environmental considerations

How to ensure environmentally safe production and use of medicines? 
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• Market supremacy – the commercial

determinants of health

• High cost of medicines

• Trade agreements and policy space of health

• Extractive industries and health

• Intellectual property rights

• Migrant health

• Sticky institutions  

• Access to knowledge

Points raised in our Lancet Commission 
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Lancet-UiO commission: ”Restrictions on access to knowledge can 

widen existing knowledge disparities, and constrain access to 

information that is central to improvement of health.”

Although knowledge can in principle be made available to all as a global 

public good, in practice its benefits are often restricted through

secrecy, paywalls, or intellectual property rights.

In the ideal world, society should have free access to research while 

researchers should be free to publish in the journal of their choice. The 

art is to let these freedoms thrive side by side. 
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We are advancing knowledge about life

and strive towards better health for all 
© Erik Cronberg

Karolinska Institutet´s new vision: 



92Strategy 2030

Core values

Strategy 2030 



Strategy 2030 Goals

1. An ethical approach, academic freedom, critical reflection, high 

quality and high ambitions must permeate and constitute a 

foundation for all our activities.

2. A deep commitment to human health globally, nationally and 

locally should characterize our education and research.

3. A rich diversity of perspectives and clear synergies should 

characterize our education and research

4. Inter-professional learning, life-long learning and 

internationalization should characterize our education.

5. Curiosity-driven search for knowledge about life processes and 

disease mechanisms, world class scientific breakthroughs, 

reproducibility and modern methodology will characterize our 

research.

Strategy 2030 93



On 13 December 1810, King Karl XIII 

establishes an “Academy for the training 

of skilled army surgeons”.

Fierce opposition from Lund and Uppsala

Alfred Nobel’s bequest, 1895

9/30/2019 94

A long history

© Magnus Löfdahl (KI University Press)



Alfred Nobel’s will, 1895

The foundation was established to manage 

Nobel’s assets

The Nobel Prize is awarded in six categories

The Nobel Assembly at Karolinska Institutet

awards the Nobel Prize in Physiology or 

Medicine

The prize is awarded on 10 December, the 

anniversary of Nobel’s death

The prize has been awarded since 1901

Alfred Nobel was a one man distillation of the 

global approach to science  

9/30/2019 95

The Nobel prize

© ® The Nobel Foundation

http://www.nobelprizemedicine.org/


One university – two campuses

Campus Solna

Campus Flemingsberg

Collaboration with and 

presence 

at the main hospitals, local 

health authorities and primary 

care facilities in the 

Stockholm region. 

9/30/2019 96
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The 3rd campus in Hong Kong 



9/30/2019 98

Given the inevitable delay in the release of data, figures for 2011 are not included. 2017 Annual reportAnnual report

International joint publications 2013–2016

The number of 

academic articles 

published by 

Karolinska Institutet’s

researchers in 

collaboration with one 

or more researchers 

from each country or 

territory.

Certain data included herein are derived from the Web of Science ® prepared by THOMSON REUTERS ®, Inc. (Thomson®), Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 

USA: © Copyright THOMSON REUTERS ® 2015. All rights reserved.



Definition of Global Health 

"The area of study, research and 

practice that places a priority on 

improving health and achieving 

equity in health for all people 

worldwide".*

99

*Koplan JP, Bond TC, Merson MH, et al. (June 2009). "Towards a common definition of global health". 

Lancet. 373 (9679): 1993–5. 



5 billion people do not have 

access to safe, affordable 

surgical and anaesthesia care 

when needed

Meara et al. 2015 
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(Courtesy of Sir Michael Marmot)



Life Expectancy for US women

(Courtesy of Sir Michael Marmot)



Treatment of Alzheimer’s disease – in the offing or not? 

Tau 

Cholinergics

Others

Aß aggregation

Aß production

Aß clearance

2013 2019 

e-platform
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09 April 2019

Health is becoming more complex
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Helen Clark
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16 A

Peace

16 B

QoG
3

Health

5

Gender 

equality
New link/ 

unexplored

Explored

Possible

linkage?

Courtesy of Göran Tomson & Johan Dahlstrand, KVA, SIGHT

Impact on conceptualization of new commissions
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Rome 27 March 2019

KI in the world





Thank You

115



KI discoveries and innovations

Rolf Sivert 1890s – measurement of ionizing radiations

Robin Fåraeus 1915 - blood sedimentation reaction 

Erik Jorpes 1920s - preparation of pure insulin

Yngve Eriksson 1940s - fluoridation for dental health

Sixten Franzén 1950s - puncture cytology

Svem Ivar Seldinger 1952 - angiography

Arne Tiselius & Hugo Theorell 1955 - oxidation enzymes 

Åke Senning & Rune Elmqvist 1958 - the pacemaker

Ragnar Granit 1967- retinal functions

Lars Leksell 1968 - the gamma knife

Rolf Luft 1960s - mitochondrial medicine

Sune Bergström & Bengt Samuelsson 1982 - prostaglandins



Battle for the Soul of Universities 

117



Health embedded in most of the SDGS
Health more complex than ever before (see my blog) Need for 
interdisciplinarity and cross sectoral governance (horizontal
thinking and action at the levels of science as well as 
governance/politics Educational programmes must be revised
(our rethinking meeting in march) 

Narratives (from blogs): need for expertise on history, culture, 
society etc to understand how to fight ebola Commercial 
determinants of health hamper preventive medicine Equity in 
health: a major challenge with new and costly treatments
Responding to this challenge: our plan for a center for 
sustainable health, with Makerere
Commercial determinants 
Interdisciplinary ebola
Equity
Sustainable health
Sdg
Trade agreements – Michelle Bachelet
Eisenhower – military industrial





IMPORTANCE Cancer and other noncommunicable diseases (NCDs) are 
now widely
recognized as a threat to global development. The latest United 
Nations high-level meeting
on NCDs reaffirmed this observation and also highlighted the 
slow progress in meeting the
2011 Political Declaration on the Prevention and Control of 
Noncommunicable Diseases and
the third Sustainable Development Goal. Lack of situational 
analyses, priority setting, and
budgeting have been identified as major obstacles in achieving 
these goals. All of these have
in common that they require information on the local cancer 
epidemiology. The Global
Burden of Disease (GBD) study is uniquely poised to provide 
these crucial data.







The group of seven 
countries: 

Brazil, Norway, France, 
Indonesia, Senegal, 
South Africa, and 
Thailand.

Oslo Ministerial Declaration on Global Health and 
Foreign Policy (2007)  

Photo: UD/Ragnhild Imerslund

Health as a major outcome of 
foreign policy 



Panel's Publications

Political origins and change

The political origins of health inequity: 
prospects for change. The Lancet - UiO
Commission on Global Governance for Health, 
2014. 

Global Governance for Health: how to motivate 
political change? Public Health, 2015. 
Desmond McNeill and Ole Petter Ottersen.

Independent Panel on Global Governance for Health



Panel's Publications

Trade agreements and policy spaceTrade agreements and policy space for achieving universal 
health coverage. UN Committee for Development Policy 
background paper, no. 38. 
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