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HPV vaccination in the Danish childhood vaccination 
programme

Side 2

• All vaccines in the childhood vaccination programme are free of charge until 18 years
of age

• Delivered to the child at the at the general practitioner’s office

• Usually high coverage for the vaccinations in the programme

• Generally high trust in recommendations coming from authorities

• HPV vaccination part of the programme for girls age 12 since 2009 ( and for boys since
september 2019)

• HPV vaccination coverage were initially above 90% for first dose but declined from 
around 2014-2015



- In 2015 an increase in number of reported suspected adverse events

- A group of females experiencing unspecific and medically unexplained symptoms –

suspect HPV vaccine is the cause.

Extensive media attention and public concerns about vaccine safety



Declining HPV vaccination coverage i Denmark 

Birth cohorts

Vaccination coverage



Preliminary studies to inform the campaign

Fase 1

Media analysis

Fase 2

Focus groups with 
mothers: knowledge, 

perception and 
attitude:

Fase 3

Online survey: 1000 
parents knowledge, 

perception and 
attitude

Fase 4

Focus groups: test of 
key messages

Key
messages



Campaign launched in 2017
With the aim to regain trust and increase vaccination coverage

The Danish Health Authority The Danish Cancer society The Danish Medical association

Stop cervical cancer 



• Primary target group: mothers in doubt

Leaflets and posters

Designated facebook site

Elements of the campaign

Homepage www.stophpv. dk



Communicating to both brain and heart on social media



Personal stories and scientific news



Side 10

Working with the press: 
Positive stories in the media



Side 11

Show it, don’t just tell it



Side 12

Danish Cancer society volunteers (40.000 persons) 
engaging in activites though out Denmark



− Groups of parents to girls with suspected adverse events 

− Professionals

− Patient organizations

Regular meetings created an opportunity to improve the dialog

Side 13

Dialog meetings with groups critical to the HPV-vaccine



Side 14

We are heading in the right direction!

Number of persons HPV vaccinationed by calendar year

Kilde: Statens Serum Institut, februar 2019



Questions?
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