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A Phased Approach To Achieve The Goal Of Zero By 30 

Phase 1: START UP

2018-2020

Phase 2: SCALE UP 

2021-2025

Phase 3: MOP UP

2026-2030

• Normative tools and 
structures 

• National rabies elimination 
plans

• Coordinated regional efforts

• Refinement and improvement
• Global expansion of efforts 
• Implementation of national 

plans 
• Uptake of technical guidance 

and tools

• Continued support as 
communities, nations and 
regions advance to reach 
Zero by 30

• The last mile 

Building a strong foundation Scaling up
Engaging remaining endemic 

countries



Establishing the UAR Forum
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https://www.unitedagainstrabies.org/

https://www.unitedagainstrabies.org/


Given COVID-19, where are we now?
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• Disrupted provisioning of human and dog biologicals, 
reduced volumes and distribution challenges

• Closures of dedicated bite treatment centers 
• Difficulties travelling for vaccination or to conduct 

investigation and surveillance activities
• Fear of COVID-19 decreased health seeking of bite 

victims at health clinics
• Gavi's Vaccine Investment Strategy remains on hold
• Financial resources allocated to rabies were reduced
• Education activities were most affected due to long-

term school closures
• Surveillance, notoriously weak, was further de-

powered

Nadal et al. (2022) – Rabies and the pandemic: Lessons for One Health

“Momentum that was gaining has been lost”

Dog vaccination campaigns disrupted

Yes

No

Impact felt:

All three pillars of rabies elimination were badly affected 

https://doi.org/10.1093/trstmh/trab123


Given COVID-19, where are we now?
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• Improved telemedicine and online services
• No traffic so easier to catch dogs
• Drive through vaccination in urban areas
• Local community health workers to vaccinate dogs
• Capacity built in rabies supporting
• Contact tracing
• Expertise from rabies used for modeling and forecasting COVID-19
• Laboratory diagnosis reprogrammed
• Stronger regional coordination
• Increased awareness about the importance of One Health

In the long term, there can be positive repercussions of COVID-19 on rabies and One Health

Nadal et al. (2022) – Rabies and the pandemic: Lessons for One Health

https://doi.org/10.1093/trstmh/trab123


Raising Awareness For Rabies And One Health

• Launch of new companion document to the WHO 
Roadmap for NTDs: 
One Health: Approach for action against neglected 
tropical diseases 2021–2030

• Open WHO Online course: Rabies and One Health

• Insertion of Rabies into the FAO-OIE-UNEP-WHO 
Action Plan for One Health

https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240042414
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240042414
https://openwho.org/courses/NTDs-Rabies-and-one-health
https://cdn.who.int/media/docs/default-source/food-safety/public-consultation/online-consultation-one-health-joint-plan-of-action.pdf?sfvrsn=9b7f544d_7


Introducing Human Rabies Vaccine Into National Programmes 
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• Rabies was added to GAVI’s Vaccine Investment Strategy for 2021-
2025

• Support countries to inform policy discussions and operational 
planning to introduce or expand rabies PEP into a national 
immunization progamme

• Highlight considerations specific to rabies PEP affecting integration 
into existing systems, implementation, and monitoring and 
evaluation

• Sharing examples of rabies PEP delivery in different countries

• If there is an option, should we include OIE endorsement of rabies 

programmes as criteria?

https://www.gavi.org/our-alliance/strategy/vaccine-investment-strategy
https://www.woah.org/app/uploads/2022/06/a-questionnaire-dog-mediated-rabies.docx


Reinforcement Of Surveillance Systems

• Health system strengthening

• Support countries to collect Minimum 
Rabies Indicators 

• Strengthen not only collection but also 
analysis of data, dissemination including 
global reporting
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No 
programme

No 
data

No 
funding 



Global reporting to WHO

• Data collected and shared by National Focal 
Point

• User-specific, online tool 

• Includes a dashboard to view integrated 
global data countries

• Streamline and facilitate reporting on health 
facility level

• WHO Toolkit for Routine Health 
Information Systems (RHIS) Data1

• Rabies module in development

9

Upload data directly via the online portal

Or using an excel template via the ‘Bulk Load’ app

1 https://www.who.int/data/data-collection-tools/health-service-data/toolkit-for-routine-health-information-system-data/modules

WHO integrated data platform for rabies

https://www.who.int/data/data-collection-tools/health-service-data/toolkit-for-routine-health-information-system-data/modules
https://extranet.who.int/dhis2/dhis-web-commons/security/login.action
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