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Partners for Rabies Prevention (PRP)

Informal group of stakeholders – established 2008

• Public and private.
• GARC, CDC, FAO, OIE, WHO, PAHO, Animal welfare, Universities, 

Funders etc. 
• Discuss and implement rabies prevention and control strategies
• GARC sits as the secretariat

Five pillars:
1. Advocacy
2. Communications
3. Research
4. Capacity building
5. Pilot projects





Banna 2008
Frustration of the rabies community

Expectations of members of informal PRP group
• Informal group is to do something about the frustration felt by all. 

• Objectives are captured in resolutions of scientific conferences but nothing 
happens afterwards. 

• With all of us on the same level, e.g; where we are, where do we want to 
go? 

• What could be done to get it more exposed, more transparency to 
implement recommendations. 

• We need to be careful with large/vague objectives. 

• Why is rabies currently not a priority. Need to attract more awareness, 
secure the link between decision makers and people dealing with rabies on 
a day to day basis. Need to change attitudes. 



Banna 2008 - Proposed Approach based upon PPC

“To create a paradigm shift in human rabies elimination by using a “one medicine” approach to 
control and eliminate animal rabies” - Dr Thomas Muller 



2009



A common objective: the elimination of rabies
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31 August 2017 9th PRP meeting, Wolfsberg
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Surveillance and Information-sharing Operational Tool evaluation matrix



• DPM, immunocontraception
• Health economics of rabies
• Canine rabies blueprint
• Surveillance blueprint
• Global Atlas of Rabies
• Burden of dog rabies
• Fox rabies blueprint
• Landscape analysis
• Case for change
• BMGF projects
• Sisot-R (tools)
• SARE
• UAR



= UAR Forum



Smallpox eradication

1. International coordination

2. Simple-to-follow strategy

3. Feasibility

4. Support

5. Country-centric (national teams)

6. Community involvement

7. Surveillance

8. The importance of research

(Fenner et al., 1982; Aylward et al., 2000)

Source: University of Michigan Library
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5 Critical Factors in Smallpox and Rinderpest Eradication



Surveillance

• Developed national and global 
systems for detection and 
reporting

• Severely under-reported

• Limited surveillance i.e. cycle of 
neglect (rabies Fermi paradox)

Smallpox

Rabies

“From the beginning of the programme, 
surveillance for smallpox cases was a basic 
strategy of the campaign. As expected it 
proved to be the ultimate quality control 
measure, the guide to improved 
operations and the yardstick of progress.”

Henderson, 1987
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“If you cannot measure it, you cannot improve it”

- Lord Kelvin



National Gvt’s/funding

• Mostly funded by national 
governments

Smallpox

Rabies

“..nor was support for the programme generous, 
whatever
the favourable cost-benefit ratios may have been...” 

“..industrialized countries were reluctant contributors 
and UNICEF…. stated that it would make no 
contributions..”

“..cash donations to WHO during the first 7 years of 
the smallpox programme 1967-73, amounted to 
exactly US$ 79500. That is not per year but the total 
for that entire period.”

Henderson DA, Bulletin of the WHO 1998, 76 (Suppl 2) 17-41

• Strategy country-centric

• Governmental buy-in required
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2 National Governments



Majabere S, The Conversation, October 2021



Majabere S, The Conversation, October 2021

“Today the agenda for malaria elimination in Africa is largely 
dominated by academics from high-income countries, 
international non-governmental organisations, drug and 
insecticide industries and funding bodies.

Most of them are geographically distant from the disease and 
its dire consequences.”



Majabere S, The Conversation, October 2021

“To achieve malaria elimination on the continent, Africans need 
to own the agenda. 

External partners must support the local agenda and avoid any 
sense of supremacy."



Majabere S, The Conversation, October 2021

“They should develop a strategy that is locally driven, long term 
and embedded in a larger country development plan. 

And African governments need to reduce their over-reliance on 
external aid and increase local funding for health. 

External handouts have rarely resolved a serious societal 
problem. Malaria is unlikely to be the exception.”



Majabere S, The Conversation, October 2021

“empower affected communities to participate in the 
fight against malaria. 

Africa is home to a growing and young population. It 
should be leveraged to implement innovative 
community-based interventions against the disease.”





Trends from 2019, 2020 and 2021 WRD:

Events registered:

240 (2019);

252 (2020; 5% increase from 2019);

270 (2021; 7% increase from 2020).

Countries participating:

65 (2019)

55 (2020)

58 (2021)



270 events from 58 countries









Perspective as the secretariat for the PRP

• Numerous passionate non-profits, charities and individuals make a very real 
difference in combatting animal and human rabies in their communities.

• Although often small, they are also critical partners and given the progression 
of the GSP and the UAR Forum, it would be feasible to repurpose the PRP as it 
has now achieved what it historically set out to do.

• In essence we would set out to be an alliance and home for all those smaller 
entities that play such a vital role in their communities. 

• Endeavor to provide better support and encouragement to them, advocate for 
them and also help to align them globally with the UAR where fitting. 



Thank you!


