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WELCOME FROM THE SOCIAL INNOVATION IN 
HEALTH INITIATIVE – SIHI (“see high”)

Social Innovation Response to Emergencies

Write your name and affiliation in the Youtube chat or WhatsApp chat.



Important Notes

• This event will be recorded and archived on the SIHI website.
• This is an open, public event for attribution (not confidential). 

Images from the event may be shared online. 
• A WhatsApp thread with key images and texts is available for 

interactive chatting. 
• If you join through Zoom, place microphone on mute and no 

video (to help low bandwidth users).
• Ways to join: Youtube livestream (preferred for higher bandwidth 

users), WhatsApp (preferred for lower bandwidth users), Zoom 
videoconference, Facebook live



Objectives

1. Highlight the role of social innovations in health to respond to 

COVID-19 from the SIHI network 

2. Identify key enabling factors and partnerships for social 

innovations to respond to health emergencies

3. Discuss how these successful experiences could potentially be 

adapted to respond to future health emergencies



Social innovation in health
An inclusive solution that meets the needs of end users through a multi-
stakeholder, community-engaged process to address the health care delivery gap.1

1Halpaap et al., Lancet Global Health, 2020



Panel 1: Mobilizing Community-based 
COVID-19 Responses (SIHI LAC)

Moderator –
Nancy Saravia 
(SIHI LAC, 
CIDEIM)

Panelist –
Diana Castro 
(SIHI LAC)

Panelist –
Magaly Blas 
(Mamás del 
Río)

Panelist – Luis 
Gabriel Cuervo 
(PAHO)

Photos: Courtesy SIHI LAC



Panel 2: Transitioning Social 
Innovation to Scale: COVID-
19 National Hotline (SIHI 
Malawi)

Moderators - Barwani Msiska 
(SIHI Malawi) and Rosanna 
Peeling (LSHTM)

Panelist – Upile Kachila 
(VillageReach)

Panelist – Nedson Fosiko (Ministry 
of Health Malawi)

Panelist – Don Mathanga (SIHI 
Malawi)

Photos: L. van Niekerk, SIHI Malawi



Panel 3: Multi-sectoral partnerships to 
Spur Social Innovation in Health (SIHI 
Philippines)

Moderator – Noel Juban (SIHI 
Secretariat, SIHI Philippines, 
University of Philippines 
Manila)

Panelist – Meredith del Pilar-
Labarda (SIHI Secretariat, 
SIHI Philippines, University of 
Philippines Manila)

Panelist – Alfredo Coro (Del 
Carmen Municipality, 
Philippines)

Panelist – Anthony Faraon
(Zuellig Family Foundation)

Photos: SIHI Philippines (left) and Wikimedia (right)



SIHI Support

The SIHI network is supported by TDR, the Special 
Programme for Research and Training in Tropical 
Disease, co-sponsored by UNDP, UNICEF, the World Bank 
and WHO. TDR is able to conduct its work thanks to the 
commitment and support from a variety of funders. For 
the full list of TDR donors, please see: 
https://www.who.int/tdr/about/funding/en/ . TDR 
receives additional funding from Sida, the Swedish 
International Development Cooperation Agency, to 
support SIHI.

https://www.who.int/tdr/about/funding/en/


Co-organizing institutions

SIHI

SIHI hubs and partners



Thank you!
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An increasing number of research institutions in low- and middle-
income countries play a leadership role in advancing community-
engaged social innovation and accelerate universal health 
coverage.

Social Innovation In Health Initiative 
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