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Outline
• Context Matters
• The Philippines as 100 People (Philippines Statistics Authority)  

• Fully Immunized Children (Philippines Dept of Health – DOH - 2021)

• Willingness to be Vaccinated for Dengue vis-à-vis COVID-19 (Social Weather Stations, Sept 2020)

• Acceptability of COVID-19 Vaccines (DOH Health Technology Assessment Unit, Feb 2021)

• KAP COVID Dashboard (Wave 17. Feb 15 to Mar 1, 2021)

• Philippines: Eligible Priority Groups for COVID-19 Vaccination; Vaccine Statistics
• 3 Distinct Yet Intertwined Global Epidemics (Mann 1988)

• Social Impacts of COVID-19 in LMICs (Rohwerder, 2020)

• Pivoting to a BETTER EVERYDAY in a Just and Human Society
• Health is a Human Right . . .  Leaving No One Behind!



• Watch out for 
bias!

• “We are HUMAN 
therefore we are 
biased.” 

(Chmielarz, 2015)

Adrian Chmielarz. 12 Feb 2015  https://medium.com/@adrianchm/context-matters-
part-2-on-the-toxicity-of-damsel-in-distress-8d95c68e3484 . Accessed 08 Sept 2020 3

https://medium.com/@adrianchm/context-matters-part-2-on-the-toxicity-of-damsel-in-distress-8d95c68e3484
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7,641 islands
110.8 million Filipinos



Year
BCG HepB w/in 24 

Hrs. Penta 3rd Dose OPV 3rd Dose IPV PCV 3rd Dose MCV1 MCV2 FIC 

No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % 

2016 1,954,004 70 1,459,501 52 2,376,148 85 1,893,136 68 886,367 32 
1,014,9

80 52 2,087,529 75 1,725,963 62 1,955,718 70 

2017 1,844,706 65 1,465,294 52 1,944,857 69 2,025,418 71 1,162,591 41 947,183 47 1,977,844 70 1,731,634 61 1,911,352 67 

2018 1,736,219 61 1,428,947 50 1,860,535 65 1,891,314 66 1,327,804 46 
1,225,9

18 60 1,918,604 67 1,680,493 59 1,896,269 66 

2019 1,565,651 70 1,331,386 60 1,705,255 77 1,742,368 78 1,572,078 71 
1,225,9

18 60 1,658,713 75 1,537,551 69 1,534,612 69 

2020* 1,106,590 52 898,252 42 1,258,880 59 1,280,398 60 1,203,291 57 
1,197,8

59 56 1,272,346 60 1,181,147 56 1,066,440 50 

PCV13 only implemented in 14 regions (excluding  NCR,4A and 4B in 2016-2018)

*2020 partial data from Jan-Dec

Coverage of ROUTINE CHILDHOOD IMMUNIZATION from 2016-2020 
(Philippines’ Dept of Health. 22 March 2021)
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Source: Dr. Kim Patrick Tejano. Manager, National Immunization Program, Philippines’ Dept of Health



“Filipinos are more willing to get the Covid-19 vaccine than they were to get 
Dengvaxia”  (Social Weather Stations, 19 Nov 2020)



Acceptability of COVID-19 Vaccines 
among Key Stakeholders in the Philippines: 

Key Findings from FGDs

Philippines’ Department of Health (DOH). Health Technology Assessment Council & Health Technology Assessment Unit. Feb 2021



Philippines’ Health Technology Assessment Council (HTAC)
Evaluation Framework Selection & Financing of COVID-19 Vaccines

1. Responsiveness to magnitude & severity
2. Clinical efficacy & safety
3. Affordability & viability
4. Household financial impact
5. Social impact
6. Responsiveness to equity

DOH HTAC and HTAC. (23 Feb 2021) Acceptability of COVID-19 Vaccines among Key Stakeholders in the Philippines: Key Findings from Focus Group Discussions



DESIRED CHARACTERISTICS of a COVID-19 vaccine to 
be used in the national immunization program (FGDs)

1. Safety of the vaccine 
2. Vaccine efficacy in terms of preventing COVID-19 
3. Availability to Filipinos 
4. Transparency in the regulatory/approval process & information on the vaccines 
5. Cost-efficiency to the government 
6. Potential for high & equitable coverage 
7. Ease in logistical & implementation requirements 
8. Availability of mechanisms to compensate vaccine recipients for any untoward effect 

following vaccination including treatment & management of adverse events 
9. Appropriateness of the vaccine to special at-risk groups & patients with comorbidities

DOH HTAC and HTAC. (23 Feb 2021) Acceptability of COVID-19 Vaccines among Key Stakeholders in the Philippines: Key Findings from Focus Group Discussions



Main Concerns (FGDs)

• Safety & Effectiveness 
• Need for clear 

communication & 
information on the benefits & 
risks of current COVID-19 
vaccines by the FDA, DOH & 
trusted health experts. 

• All stakeholder groups 
generally preferred vaccines 
with higher efficacy (i.e., 
>90%)

• Many participants expressed 
willingness to accept vaccines with 
lower efficacy (i.e., 50-70%) rather 
than have no protection at all 
considering other factors such as:

• logistical requirements 
• cost-efficiency 
• equitable access especially to 

poor, far-flung & disadvantaged 
areas

DOH HTAC and HTAC. (23 Feb 2021) Acceptability of COVID-19 Vaccines among Key Stakeholders in the Philippines: Key Findings from Focus Group Discussions



Desired Vaccine Characteristics across Different Groups

Health Care 
Workers

Patient Groups Civil Society Organizations Community Leaders 
(Low Risk Areas)

Community Leaders 
(High Risk Areas)

Effectiveness Recommended by their 
physician

Efficacy of the vaccine Safety of the vaccine Clinical trials 

Credibility of the 
vaccine 
manufacturers

Vaccines’ efficacy for 
specific patient groups

Transparency & due process 
to increase vaccine 
confidence

FDA approved Safety

Real time monitoring of both 
the patients & the 
distribution of the vaccine

Efficacy

FDA approval

Preliminary secondary analysis of data by the presenter
Source of data: DOH HTAC and HTAC. (23 Feb 2021) Acceptability of COVID-19 Vaccines among Key Stakeholders in the Philippines: Key Findings from FGDs



Sources of Information of Different Groups
Health Care 
Workers

Patient Groups Civil Society Organizations Community Leaders 
(Low Risk Areas)

Community Leaders 
(High Risk Areas)

Clinical trial 
results from 
reputable health 
organizations

DOH All sources 
Mostly from social media 
platforms used daily for 
communication
Instant messaging applications & 
exchanges with  colleagues

TV news Social media accounts 
of news agencies and 
personalities

FDA (& CDC) Television Internet Radio Partner NGOs

Vaccine studies, 
publications

Medical society 
websites, webinars

Social media
FB pages of DOH, 
news agencies

Government 
representatives whom 
they follow on TV & 
social media platforms

Internet Religious groups

Preliminary secondary analysis of data by presenter. Data  from  DOH HTAC and HTAC. (23 Feb 2021) Acceptability of COVID-19 Vaccines among Key Stakeholders in 
the Philippines: Key Findings from FGDs



Wave 17 = 3,598 respondents. Feb 15 to March 1, 2021





1,759 vaccination sites in 17 regions

98% of available doses have been distributed to 
the vaccination sites 
= 1,105,500 out of 1,125,600

62% of the allocated 1st doses have already 
been administered
= 508,332 administered 1st doses

• “ . . . Imposed harsh lockdown 
restrictions & still failed to 
control the spread of the 
virus”

• . .  One of the worst economic 
performers globally” (Rajah 2021)

Rajah, Roland (15 March 2021) ORDER FROM CHAOS: Southeast Asia’s 
post-pandemic recovery outlook. https://www.brookings.edu/blog/order-from-
chaos/2021/03/15/southeast-asias-post-pandemic-recovery-outlook/
(accessed 25 March 2021)

https://www.brookings.edu/blog/order-from-chaos/2021/03/15/southeast-asias-post-pandemic-recovery-outlook/


Have you (as a health care worker) 
already received your COVID-19 
Vaccine?

Yes, I have already been 
vaccinated

423 68%

No, I am not likely to be 
vaccinated

17 3%

Not yet. But I am already 
scheduled for vaccination

136 22%

Not yet. I am still thinking if I 
will have myself vaccinated 
or not for COVID-19

50 8%

626

For those who have not yet received their 
COVID-19 vaccination – How likely are you 
to get yourself vaccinated for COVID-19?

Highly likely to get a COVID-19 
Vaccine

272 85%

Not sure if I will get a COVID-19 
Vaccine

42 13%

Not likely to get a COVID-19 
Vaccine

8 2%

322

Webinar on vaccination sponsored by a French pharmaceutical 
company. (approx. 1,100 HCW participants) 24 March 2021



“Three Distinct Yet Intertwined Global Epidemics” 
(Jonathan M. Mann, MD, MPH.  Director, Special Programme on AIDS, World Health Organization. 

Statement at an Informal Briefing on AIDS to the 42nd Session of the United Nations General Assembly. 20 Oct 1987)

1st epidemic of SARS-CoV-2: 
Viral INFECTION itself

2nd epidemic (inexorably 
following the 1st): 
Epidemic of  the 
disease COVID-19

3rd epidemic: 
Social, Cultural, 

Economic & 
Political reactions 

to COVID-19

Mann, Jonathan M. (1988) Statement at an Informal Briefing on AIDS to the 42nd Session of the United Nations General Assembly. Journal of the Royal Statistical Society. Series A (Statistics in Society), Vol. 151, No. 1, pp. 131-136

3rd epidemic:  social, cultural, economic & political reactions to COVID-19
worldwide & 
as central to the global COVID-19 challenge as the disease itself 
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Rohwerder, B. (2020). Social impacts & responses related to Covid-19 in low- & middle-income countries. K4D Emerging Issues Report 35. Brighton, UK: Institute of 
Development Studies. https://www.ids.ac.uk/publications/social-impacts-&-responses-related-to-covid-19-in-low-&-middle-income-countries/ (accessed 24 Jan 2021) 18

https://www.ids.ac.uk/publications/social-impacts-and-responses-related-to-covid-19-in-low-and-middle-income-countries/
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Health is a fundamental human right
• People & groups who experience health inequities lack power 

(political, social, economic) 
• Vaccination programs need to be  effective & sustainable
• Access to the vaccine alone is insufficient
• Systemic changes (e.g., policy reform, changes in economic or 

social relationships) are imperative to help empower 
marginalized groups & ensure that No one is left behind!

20
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