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How to build momentum and 
advocate for Rabies 

World Rabies Day Webinar 
Celebrating action to maintain momentum 



Rabies Facts
We have the tools, methods and initiative

Proof of concept for elimination



- Develop a clear Roadmap/operational plan 
- One health approach
- Advocacy and funding 

Develop and implement national action plan



Building momentum for innovation – vaccination strategies

• Community-driven rabies vaccination campaign 
• Volunteer-led campaign 
• Private veterinary-led vaccination campaign
• Government-led vaccination campaign
• NGOs-led vaccination campaigns
• Others ?

Rabies Free Africa/Afya Serengeti Project

https://www.msd-animal-health.co.uk/company-overview/corporate-social-responsibility/rabies-free-africa-afya-serengeti-project/


Capacity building and workforce

Presenter
Presentation Notes
community-based MDV campaign, 
community-driven rabies vaccination campaign, 
volunteer-led campaign 
The grassroots and volunteer-led campaign

Bite wound washing




Strengthen rabies surveillance and 
improve  data availability and  
management

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Data sharing between public health and veterinary services
Innovative methods- mobile applications for surveillance



Awareness education 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Enhance information, education, and communication to prevent dogs bites, health seeking behavior, dog population management
Rabies education module in school curriculum



Rabies Networking 

Pan-African Rabies Control 
Network (PARACON) 

Middle East, Eastern Europe, Central Asia and North 
Africa Rabies Control Network (MERACON) 

Asian Rabies Control Network 
(ARACON)

• Pan-American Health Organization (PAHO/WHO)
• Meetings of Rabies Program Directors of the Americas (REDIPRA) 

• Strengthening and delivering a regional approach

http://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_topics&view=article&id=46&Itemid=40766&lang=en


Collaboration and multisectoral engagement

• Strengthen OH approach
• Collaboration with civil society and private sector
• National/international collaboration



Start small and build on the progress – a case example in Namibia
First pilot dog vaccination 
campaign started in May 2016

Roll out in the entire 8 NCA 
regions from 2017 onwards

2011-2017

Rabies surveillance in dogs



Stakeholder engagement, planning meeting, training etc,…





Targeting vaccination on rabies hotspot areas

• Vaccinated dogs were tracked using data loggers
• Black dots are the location of vaccination points & 

represents around 77,000 vaccinated dogs



-Rabies vaccination in dogs done alongside annual FMD/CBPP 
vaccination campaign in cattle. 
-increases vaccination coverage in remote villages



Cross-border collaboration: Namibia and Angola as an example
~44,000 dogs vaccinated during 2020-21 in 

south Angola

~121,000 dogs vaccinated in 2019-2021

Namibia

cross-border harmonization meeting 



Review and planning meeting



Project achievement
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Start project

 Improved veterinary services capacities 
 One health coordination
 Rabies surveillance
 Rabies awareness /education of people
 cross-border collaboration
 International/national collaboration



OIE endorsement of a national control programme

Benefits of the endorsement for OIE Members:

 wider access to international expertise and capacity-building activities
 increased engagement of governments in rabies elimination
 facilitated access to international funding
 stronger coordination at the regional level to eliminate the disease
 support to validation on rabies elimination

OIE Members are highly encouraged to apply for OIE 
endorsement of their national control plan



Phase 2 of Zero by 30



United Against Rabies Forum was launched in September 2020

 An inclusive network of stakeholders 
from a range of sectors

 Common vision for rabies elimination
 Formed working groups
 Support the implementation of ‘Zero 

by 30’
 Global Rabies Coordinator

https://uarforum.org/



REGISTER:    https://oie.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Y6Q7W5GOTLWioqyiHQ7KFw

Topic: United Against Rabies Forum Annual Meeting
Description:  

27 September 2021:
Rabies and One Heath - Challenges and Opportunities 
(12.00 PM  Universal Time UTC)

4 October 2021: 
Effective use of vaccines, medicines, tools, and 
technologies towards Zero by 30 
(12.00 PM Universal Time UTC)

11 October 2021:
Strategic and operational support towards Zero by 30 
(12.00 PM Universal Time UTC)

Building momentum: UAR Forum 

https://oie.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Y6Q7W5GOTLWioqyiHQ7KFw


Rabies vaccine support to implement mass dog 
vaccination

• Ensure availability of quality vaccines for both human 
and animals 

• OIE Rabies vaccine bank established in 2012
• 97 deliveries for a total of 26 millions doses in 38 beneficiary 

countries since 2012
• Expanded to Asia & Africa

• GAVI, the Vaccine Alliance, to include human rabies 
vaccines, to scale up rabies post-exposure prophylaxis 



Photo by Howie R on Unsplash

https://unsplash.com/@howier?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/dog-thank-you?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
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