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Vaccination is a powerful method of disease 
prevention

3

Vaccines help prevent

infectious diseases 
worldwide

30+

2 to 3 million 
estimated lives are saved 

worldwide each year through 
vaccination

$1=$44
Every dollar spent on 

childhood immunizations 
yields $44 in economic 

benefits1

“Apart from the provision of clean water, 
vaccines have had a more profound effect 
on world health, especially of children, 
than any other public health measure”

- Richard Moxon
Emeritus Professor of Paediatrics, University of Oxford, UK

1 Ozawa et al. N Engl J Med 2021; 384:393-396 



ADVOCACY IN ACTION: PNEUMOCOCCUS AND 
ROTAVIRUS





ADVOCACY IN ACTION: PNEUMONIA PREVENTION







CHILD ADVOCACY - 1985-present
CDD / IMCI  Program with WHO
APMC (Pre-service Training)
Media Networking 

PUBLIC – PRIVATE  PARTNERSHIPS  (PPP)  2000- present
DOH and PFV and Other Medical Societies
Advocacy Training 
Regional and District Training

LEGISLATION          2007-2011
Position Papers
Congressional Hearings

THE PHILIPPINE EXPERIENCE
1985-2012  and beyond…



ADVOCACY IN ACTION
Increase Awareness of Diarrheal problem 

through Effective Communication to 
Target audiences :
a. Parents
b. Health care workers
c. Policy-makers or Key Opinion Leaders

Advocate for Inclusion of Rotavirus 
vaccination in the national 
immunization program (NIP)

a. Engage Other Stakeholders
b. Include in the Legislative Agenda
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The Strategic Advisory Group of Experts on Immunization 
(SAGE) identified 5 factors to achieving significant results in 
immunization coverage:

• Quality and use of data

• Community involvement

• Better access to immunization services for marginalized and 
displaced populations

• Strong health systems

• Access to vaccines in all places at all times



• Report on the global immunization vision and strategy (2020)

Increase in immunization coverage

Reduction in vaccine-preventable deaths

Implementing advocacy events such as the regional immunization weeks.

• Several challenges remain:

Mobilizing more resources to strengthen national immunization programs

Ensuring a balanced approach in strengthening immunization systems

Introducing new vaccines

Preventing a resurgence of measles through high vaccination coverage

Facilitating vaccine technology transfer to developing countries

Decade of Vaccines 2010-2020
WHO REPORT



Introduction of new or under-utilized vaccines

• In 2015 

Target: At least 90 low- or middle-income 
countries to have introduced 1 or more new or 
underutilized vaccines –

ON TRACK  and then …

COVID19 STRUCK  in  2020 !!!

Member States commend WHO's 

leadership and collaboration with 

UNICEF, the Bill & Melinda Gates 

Foundation, and other partners on the 

Decade of Vaccines –



The world experienced COVID disruptions  
especially in routine vaccinations, demand, 

supply, and workforce. 

Nearly 70% of the countries experienced 
disruption in health services. 

Shet, Anita & Carr, Kelly & Danovaro-Holliday, M. & Sodha, Samir & Prosperi, Christine & Wunderlich, Joshua & Wonodi, Chizoba & Reynolds, Heidi & Mirza, Imran & Gacic-Dobo, Marta & O'Brien, Katherine & Lindstrand, Ann. (2021). Impact of the SARS-CoV-2 
pandemic on routine immunisation services: evidence of disruption and recovery from 170 countries and territories. The Lancet Global Health. 10.1016/S2214-109X(21)00512-X. 
Photo from : https://siteselection.com/issues/2020/jul/covid-19-special-report-supply-chain-disruption.cfm



COVID 19 ’s Impact on Health and 
Economy

• Loss of lives

• Loss of jobs -
Economic 
breakdown  and 
Disaster

• Multi-Agency and 
inter-agency 
failure leading to 
total System 
collapse (without 
any intervention)

https://www.bworldonline.com/impact-of-covid-19-on-key-philippine-economic-sectors/

Jan 6, 2021

Business world
https://www.bworldonline.com/impact-of-covid-19-on-key-philippine-economic-sectors/



COVID IMPACT

• Disruptions in immunization services were widespread

• WHO Southeast Asian and Eastern Mediterranean Regions most affected

“Even before the pandemic, there were worrying signs that we were beginning to lose ground in the fight to immunize 
children against preventable child illness, including with the widespread measles outbreaks two years ago. The 
pandemic has made a bad situation worse. With the equitable distribution of COVID-19 vaccines at the forefront of 
everyone’s minds, we must remember that vaccine distribution has always been inequitable, but it does not have to 
be.”

Henrietta Fore, UNICEF Executive Director

https://www.who.int/news/item/15-07-2021-covid-19-pandemic-leads-to-major-backsliding-on-childhood-vaccinations-new-who-unicef-data-shows



23 million children missed out on basic 
vaccines through routine immunization 
services in 2020 – 3.7 million more than in 
2019 - by WHO and UNICEF 15 July 2021
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Countries with the greatest increase in children not receiving a first 

dose of diphtheria-tetanus-pertussis combined vaccine (DTP-1)



Asia-Pacific 

Region = 4.9 M 



R.C. Harris, Y. Chen, P. Côte et al. Impact of COVID-19 on routine Immunisation in South-East Asia and Western Pacific: Disruptions and solutions. April 2021.Lancet Regional Health. Western Pacific  https://doi.org/10.1016/j.lanwpc.2021.100140

Number of antigens impacted by 
country and by age



Impact of COVID-19 on routine immunization 
in South-East Asia and Western Pacific

Number of antigens impacted by country and by age. Proportion of antigens impacted by country

R.C. Harris, Y. Chen, P. Côte et al. Impact of COVID-19 on routine Immunisation in South-East Asia and Western Pacific: Disruptions and solutions. April 2021.Lancet Regional Health. Western Pacific  https://doi.org/10.1016/j.lanwpc.2021.100140



Immunization Coverage
WHO key facts

• Global coverage dropped from 86% in 2019 to 83% in 2020

• An estimated 23 million children under the age of one year 
did not receive basic vaccines, which is the highest number 
since 2009

• In 2020, the number of completely unvaccinated children 
increased by 3.4 million.

• Only 19 vaccine introductions were reported in 2020, less 
than half of any year in the past two decades.

• 1.6 million more girls were not fully protected against 
human papillomavirus (HPV) in 2020, compared to the 
previous year

1.  WHO. https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/immunization-coverage.  Accessed 05 August 2021.

https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/immunization-coverage


Reasons for Disruptions in Immunization
1. Fear of Infection
2. Travel Restriction
3. Health Care Accessibility
4. Change in Priorities
5. Lack of Government guidelines on catch-up immunization
6. Government deprioritization of the vaccines
7. Public’s Lack of awareness 
8. Supply Chain Disruption
9. Affordability Issues

R.C. Harris, Y. Chen, P. Côte et al. 

The Lancet Regional Health - Western Pacific 10 (2021) 10



Singapore

Able to rebound with vaccination 
coverage after the quarantine

COVID-19 caused a decrease in 
vaccination coverage

More vaccines became available to 
the public through the NIP

COVID-19 had no effect in the 
implementation of immunization 
program

24

Impact of COVID-19 on Immunization Programs Among Different Asian 
Countries

Singapore

Malaysia
ThailandMyanmar Sri LankaJapanIndonesia PhilippinesPakistan

Hong Kong

Malaysia ThailandMyanmar Sri LankaJapanIndonesia

Major Impacts on Vaccination

Republic of 
Korea

Based on survey participated by AP experts July-Aug 2020



LIVING with COVID19 

Decline in Vaccine Coverage
Susceptible Population

Recurrence of COVID19



COVID 19 
exposed the 

vulnerabilities 
in the 

immunization 
system

• 23 million children unimmunized or 
underimmunized in 2020.

• coverage was uneven

• low- and middle-income countries 
suffered larger setbacks than other 
countries

• Inequity in access to vaccine supply 
has been greatest for COVID-19 
vaccines. 

Erratum: Vol. 70, No. 43. MMWR Morb Mortal Wkly Rep 2021;70:1620.DOI: http://dx.doi.org/10.15585/mmwr.mm7046a7external icon
PHOTO from : © UNICEF Philippines/2020

http://dx.doi.org/10.15585/mmwr.mm7046a7


Dengvaxia by Sanofi

◉ Approved by FDA in December 2015

◉ “Major milestone” and a ”critical addition to the 

continuous efforts on global dengue prevention” -

Philippine Foundation for Vaccination (2015)



Inconsistency confused the public



Effect of the vaccine 
controversy…

• The Philippines made headlines with public 
outrage and a suspension of the vaccine 
programme, as well as threats to sue the 
manufacturer.

• The new recommendation is that, until more 
conclusive results are made available, the vaccine 
should no longer be administered to people who 
have never had dengue before

• However, this created panic and hysteria among 
vaccinees & their parents

vaccine’s 



Amidst the noise, controversy, 
and complacency, the value of 
vaccination got lost…



Total (confirmed and compatible) measles cases by selected country and month of 
rash onset, WHO Western Pacific Region, 2017–2022 (as of 20 March 2022)



“REPORTED WORLDWIDE

MEASLES CASES INCREASED

BY 79% IN THE FIRST 2 
MONTHS OF 2022, 

COMPARED TO THE SAME

PERIOD IN 2021 

AS WHO AND UNICEF 
WARN CONDITIONS RIPE

FOR SERIOUS OUTBREAKS

OF VACCINE-PREVENTABLE

ILLNESSES”

AS MEASLES IS VERY

CONTAGIOUS, CASES TEND

TO SHOW UP QUICKLY

WHEN VACCINATION

LEVELS DECLINE. 

OUTBREAKS OF MEASLES

COULD ALSO FOREWARN

OUTBREAKS OF OTHER

DISEASES THAT DO NOT

SPREAD AS RAPIDLY.”

SOURCE: HTTPS://WWW.WHO.INT/NEWS/ITEM/27-04-

2022-UNICEF-AND-WHO-WARN-OF--PERFECT-STORM--

OF-CONDITIONS-FOR-MEASLES-OUTBREAKS--

AFFECTING-CHILDREN

HTTPS://WWW.ISTOCKPHOTO.COM

https://www.who.int/news/item/27-04-2022-unicef-and-who-warn-of--perfect-storm--of-conditions-for-measles-outbreaks--affecting-children


FAKE NEWS

• VACCINES  CAUSE AUTISM 

• NATURAL IMMUNITY IS BETTER THAN 

VACCINE INDUCED IMMUNITY

• VACCINE PREVENTABLE DISEASES ARE 

NOT LIFE THREATENING/ SERIOUS

Mckee et al Journal of Pediatr Pharmacol  There, 2016 21 (2) 104-109



Vaccine Campaigns 
are key to Vaccine 
Coverage
• 38 countries reinstated at 

least one campaign by July 
1st, 2021

• In 2021, more countries 
were able to reinstate a 
supplementary 
immunization activity. 

• 57 campaigns (24 in AFR) in 
47 countries were still 
postponed by July 2021 
(including some that were 
scheduled in 2021).

2020 WHO/UNICEF Estimates of National Immunization Coverage (WUENIC) Report  https://www.who.int/data/immunization; http://www.data.unicef.org/child-health/immunization



“Now is the moment to get essential 

immunization back on track and 

launch catch-up campaigns so that 

everybody can have access to these 

life-saving vaccines.”

Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, 

Director-General of the World Health 

Organization.

SOURCE: HTTPS://WWW.WHO.INT/NEWS/ITEM/27-04-2022-UNICEF-AND-WHO-WARN-OF--PERFECT-STORM--OF-CONDITIONS-FOR-MEASLES-OUTBREAKS--AFFECTING-CHILDREN

HTTPS://WWW.ISTOCKPHOTO.COM

https://www.who.int/news/item/27-04-2022-unicef-and-who-warn-of--perfect-storm--of-conditions-for-measles-outbreaks--affecting-children


“Routine and catch-up 

campaigns are needed 

So as not to repeat the outbreaks of

2017–2019, 

-over 115 000 cases of measles 

- 41 deaths in the country –

the highest incidence in Europe.”

SOURCE: HTTPS://WWW.WHO.INT/NEWS/ITEM/27-04-2022-UNICEF-AND-WHO-WARN-OF--PERFECT-STORM--OF-CONDITIONS-FOR-MEASLES-OUTBREAKS--AFFECTING-CHILDREN

HTTPS://WWW.ISTOCKPHOTO.COM

https://www.who.int/news/item/27-04-2022-unicef-and-who-warn-of--perfect-storm--of-conditions-for-measles-outbreaks--affecting-children


Key Point: Coverage at or above 

95% with 2 doses of the safe and 

effective measles vaccine can 

protect children against measles. 

COVID-19 pandemic related 

disruptions should be addressed by 

each country as a national 

immunization strategy (NIS)

SOURCE: HTTPS://WWW.WHO.INT/NEWS/ITEM/27-04-2022-UNICEF-AND-WHO-WARN-OF--PERFECT-STORM--OF-CONDITIONS-FOR-MEASLES-OUTBREAKS--AFFECTING-CHILDREN

HTTPS://WWW.ISTOCKPHOTO.COM

https://www.who.int/news/item/27-04-2022-unicef-and-who-warn-of--perfect-storm--of-conditions-for-measles-outbreaks--affecting-children


“As of 1 April 2022, 

57 vaccine-preventable disease 

campaigns in 43 countries  since start 

of the pandemic are still postponed,

- impacting 203 million people, most of 

whom are children. 

19 are measles campaigns, and put

73 million children at risk of measles 

due to missed vaccinations.”

SOURCE: HTTPS://WWW.WHO.INT/NEWS/ITEM/27-04-2022-UNICEF-AND-WHO-WARN-OF--PERFECT-STORM--OF-CONDITIONS-FOR-MEASLES-OUTBREAKS--AFFECTING-CHILDREN

HTTPS://WWW.ISTOCKPHOTO.COM

https://www.who.int/news/item/27-04-2022-unicef-and-who-warn-of--perfect-storm--of-conditions-for-measles-outbreaks--affecting-children


Threats

◉ Vaccine hesitancy affects the implementation of 

DOH’s health reform agenda, such as the 

Universal Health Care Act

- Budget for prevention may be diverted to 

treatment of supposedly vaccine-preventable 

diseases such as measles, polio, & dengue



IMMUNIZATION AGENDA 2030:

A GLOBAL STRATEGY TO LEAVE NO ONE BEHIND

Source: WHO https://www.who.int

“IA2030 has been developed through a 

“bottom-up” co-creation process, with close 

engagement of countries to ensure that the 

vision, strategic priorities and goals are 

aligned with country needs. 

As an adaptive and flexible strategy, the 

IA2030 framework is designed to be tailored 

by countries to their local context, and to be 

revised throughout the decade as new needs 

and challenges emerge.”



IMMUNIZATION AGENDA 2030: 

A GLOBAL STRATEGY TO LEAVE NO ONE BEHIND

Source: WHO https://www.who.int



Vaccine confidence cannot be increased by 
facts and education alone

K
N

O
W

DO



Talk about 

VACCINE SAFETY clearly

Keep your key 

message clear and 

simple

Know your target 

audience: What questions 
do they have?

Choose your means 

of communication
Develop a plan

Understand the 

media’s perspective

1 Adapted from World Health Organization. Vaccine Safety Basics. Learning Manual. 2013

The path towards the success of the COVID-19 vaccine and other vaccines 
depend on vaccine confidence. Vaccine confidence now depends on effective 

communication and careful planning.



EFFORTS TO STRENGTHEN IMMUNIZATION SYSTEMS:

✓ Restoring services and vaccination campaigns

✓ Helping health workers and community leaders communicate actively

✓ Rectifying gaps in immunization coverage, including identifying communities and people 

who have been missed during the pandemic;

✓ Ensuring that COVID-19 vaccine delivery is independently financed and well-integrated into 

overall planning for immunization services

✓ implementing country plans to prevent and respond to outbreaks of vaccine-preventable 

diseases and strengthening immunization systems as part of COVID-19 recovery efforts.

SOURCE: HTTPS://WWW.WHO.INT/NEWS/ITEM/27-04-2022-UNICEF-AND-WHO-WARN-OF--PERFECT-STORM--OF-CONDITIONS-FOR-MEASLES-OUTBREAKS--AFFECTING-CHILDREN

HTTPS://WWW.ISTOCKPHOTO.COM

https://www.who.int/news/item/27-04-2022-unicef-and-who-warn-of--perfect-storm--of-conditions-for-measles-outbreaks--affecting-children


FORGING 

STRONG 

PARTNERSHIPS



Goal: Restore public trust, confidence and acceptance 
on vaccination, healthcare workers and institutions 

Communicate the value 
of vaccination and the 
consequences of non-

vaccination to 
individuals, families, 
tourism, security and 

economy

Heighten understanding 
about the safety and 
efficacy of vaccines
including those in 
national vaccine 

programs

Increase appreciation for 
vaccination, the 

scientists and the people 
behind vaccination while 

dispelling myths in the 
process 



Gathering Experts to be Involved Who Would 
Respond with : Transparency, Empathy, Equity, 
Equality,  Timeliness, Honesty and Confidence



Philippines Department of Health and Department of Science and Technology

DOH CONDUCTS TOWNHALL WITH EXPERT GROUPS THAT ENSURE SAFETY AND EFFICACY OF COVID-19 VACCINES | Department of Health website

https://doh.gov.ph/press-release/DOH-CONDUCTS-TOWNHALL-WITH-EXPERT-GROUPS-THAT-ENSURE-SAFETY-AND-EFFICACY-OF-COVID-19-VACCINES


THE WAY FORWARD…. 

• Research and Innovation

• Planning to forecast future situations and help 
policy development

• Understand socio-cultural and political contexts

• Develop effective dialogue and communication 
platforms involving all key stakeholders 

• Continue efforts to ensure that politicians and 
policy makers understand the nature of evidence. 
(SCIENCE)



Vaccination Matters! 

• Positively shape public perception on the 
benefits of immunization against the risks

• Increase awareness on the burden of 
diseases in life and economy

• Dispel myths and rumors on immunization 
Ask the EXPERTS (The Reliable Sources)!
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“Life or death for a young child too often 
depends on whether he is born in a country 
where vaccines are available or not”

- Nelson Mandela
Winner of the Nobel Peace Prize, 1993

Thank 
you!
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