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nCOV-2019 started to dominate 
the news in January 2020
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Scientists and physicians who 
spread COVID-19 medical 
misinformation had a broad 
reach on social media.

The more ridiculous = the more 
viral (more reactions and shares)
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Examples of misinformation in the Philippines

“SARS-CoV-2 is a type of rabies along with advice to not eat bats.”

“Boiled ginger is a cure for COVID-19.”

“Gargling warm water with salt would eliminate the virus."

“Bananas can cure COVID-19.”

“Ivermectin is fully approved by the Food and Drug Administration as a cure for COVID-19.”

“Fake cigarettes is a method of transmission of COVID-19.”

“Salt water steam (tuob) is a cure for COVID-19.”

“COVID-19 vaccines will kill you in 2 days / 2 weeks / 2 months / 2 years."

“COVID-19 mRNA vaccines will change your DNA / genes."
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Examples of how misinformation was addressed

COVID-19 misinformation and response in The Philippines



 Collaboration
 Information 

Campaigns
 Trusted sources
 Mainstream and 

social media
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Lessons learned from COVID-19 misinformation experience 

EDUCATE

Prioritize 
rumors to 
address

Listen to 
the 

community

Consistent, 
clear, easily 
shareable 
materials

Work with 
partners

Be more 
proactive 

than 
reactive 

Use 
trusted 
sources 
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