
Mérieux Foundation 

Valentina Picot, DVM
Head of Clinical Research and Interventions
Public Health Initiatives Lead
FONDATION MÉRIEUX



• 1897 : Marcel Mérieux founded Institut Mérieux after working with Louis Pasteur

• 1967 : in his memory, his son Dr. Charles Mérieux created the Mérieux Foundation,   
an independent family foundation

• 1976 : Official public interest status 

Mérieux Foundation, A Family Foundation with Pasteurian 
Roots Serving Public Health  



Strengthen local capacities to fight the infectious 
diseases that affect vulnerable populations in 
developing countries, particularly mothers and 

children.

The Mérieux Foundation works in symbiosis with 
Fondation Christophe et Rodolphe Mérieux

under the auspices of the Institut de France

Mission



Projects conducted in over
twenty countries, through 8
local offices, 4 training and
research centers and 19
applied research units, we
work in conjunction with
international, national, regional
and local partners.

Mérieux Foundation Footprint 



• Increase vulnerable populations’ access to diagnostics by 
strengthening clinical laboratories in national healthcare systems

• Enhance local applied research capabilities by training 
researchers and developing collaborative programs

• Encourage knowledge-sharing and public health initiatives, 

• Improve conditions for mothers and children, taking a global 
health approach

Objectives



Increasing vulnerable populations’ 
access to diagnostics 



• Setting up infrastructures, equipment and computerized 
systems for quality clinical biology

• Strengthening the expertise needed for diagnostic testing 
(training, quality, biosecurity/biosafety)

• Improving the management and the efficiency of clinical 
biology laboratories (supervision, assessment, mapping)

• Assisting local health authorities in building a laboratory 
system offering prevention/monitoring and diagnosis/therapeutic 
follow-up (sample transport, biobanking, surveillance, networking)

Activities for Strengthening 
Clinical Laboratory Systems



Fostering Public Health Research Capabilities



Research Agenda Key Thematics

Antimicrobial 
Resistance

Acute 
Respiratory 
Infections  

Mostly in vulnerable populations and refugees

Tuberculosis

Surveillance of emerging pathogens

Enteric 
Infections  



2005-2023:
A Network of 18 Sentinel Laboratories
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Improving Conditions
for Mothers & Children



• Enabling access to healthcare for refugee, displaced and 
vulnerable populations
o Construction of medical centers (Bangladesh, Egypt, Iraq, Lebanon)

• Supporting education and socio-economic development
o Construction of schools to maintain access to education
o Health education programs developed in the field
o Micro-credit program and income-generating activities

• Addressing basic needs 
o Emergency food aid, housing construction, provision of medicines, 

support for orphanages and local NGOs to meet basic needs

Programs for Mothers & Children



Encouraging knowledge sharing



• Public Health Initiatives Department: support knowledge sharing activities 
to contribute to the Foundation's mission and projects

• Annual Key Figures:
o 5 courses
o +10 conferences
o +2,500 participants
o +300 renowed experts
o +40 fellowships from LMICs

Knowledge Sharing



Public Health Initiatives (PHI) & Educational Programs 
PROGRAM TYPES & THEMATICS  



With London School of TM&H

With University of Geneva

With University Paris Cité







4 areas of intervention

25 countries where we work

170 employees in 15 countries

17 laboratories of excellence built/under construction, 
including 14 Rodolphe Mérieux Laboratories
(since 2005)

+70 laboratories renovated (since 2005)

+80 collaborative programs worldwide

+30 scientific conferences hybrid or online

2021 Key Figures



www.fondation-merieux.org
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